11 Perry Street Alstonville NSW 2477 (PO Box 265) Phone: 02 6628 1009
www.alstplism.catholic.edu.au email: alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au

Dear Parents,

JUNE

I have started to get a real feeling of the ‘last time’ for
events, activities and engagements these last few weeks
as the term draws to a close. My last PSF meeting, the
last School Reports to read, the last time I will ring an
applicant for a job to give them the result, the last of the
Kinder enrolments, the last Principals meeting….. The big
question from everyone is always, “Are you getting
excited?” And my answer is usually, “No! I haven’t got
time to do that yet”
During a conversation with a fellow Principal last week they pointed out that my 17 years here is
a long time. That I would have seen students come and go, babies born that have then attended
school and former students return as parents. It got me thinking… my first class in my teaching
career are all now 50. And having generally been in the same area all this time I still see many,
many former students. I even have some working here at school! It is a privilege that staff
working in school have ….to become such a big part of children’s lives over extended periods of
time- to know the members of a child’s family, share the joys and sad times, to watch students
grow and change, to celebrate successes and work hard to support the difficulties. I don’t think I
have really appreciated that completely until recently with many kind words being shared with
me. And it reinforces for me how lucky our students are to have such a fantastic team here at
school who are journeying with them through all that life throws at them. The staff are truly
invested in our students. Each and every one of them will worry about the students, go beyond
the expectations to support, go out of their way to assist families and take the extra time to get
to know all of them. I just hope they all get to know the joy of having journeyed with their students
and see them grow like I have had the privilege to do.
TOYS AT SCHOOL

No toys from home should be coming to school. We have children bringing
cars, tech decks, squishy toys, dolls and lego, etc to school. This creates a
problem at school as children don’t necessarily understand how to share or
they take other children’s toys. Please also don’t allow children to bring
soccer balls or footballs to school. We supply these and can then limit the
number on the playground to enable safe and sensible sharing of spaces.
We can also teach children to care for the school equipment better by then
limiting play if they lose equipment.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Mrs Roslyn McElligott on her appointment as acting AP Learning & Teaching.
To Max & Brenden Latham on their Baptism on the weekend..
To Mr Crosby on receiving his Australian Citizenship today.

 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Thursday 16
 Rugby Gala Day - Coffs
 Tuesday 21
 Athletics Carnival
 Friday 24
 Assembly (2:20 in hall)
 Sunday 26
 ES1 meet & play
 S2 meet & play
Monday 27
 Formation Day &
Confirmation
 Tuesday 28
 10am Maths Chat
 Back Up Athletics
Carnival
 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night
 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - Dress in
yellow
 Liturgy 9:15am
 Last day of Term 2
JULY

 Friday 1
 PUPIL FREE DAY - Staff
Professional Learning

 Monday 18
 First day of Term 3
 Thursday 21
 Junior Joeys begins
 Friday 29
 Winter Sleepover
AUGUST

 Saturday 20
 Bingo & Games Night
 Friday 26
 Family Day
 Saturday 27 - Sunday 28
 First Eucharist
SEPTEMBER

 Thursday 1
 Fathers Day Stall
 Saturday 3 - Sunday 4
 First Eucharist
 Saturday 10 - Sunday 11
 First Eucharist
 Friday 23
 Last day Term 3
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

We have just about completed our Kinder interviews for 2023. The numbers
are looking great but we are always fully aware we may not have received all
the applications. If you, or you know of someone, has yet to lodge an
Enrolment application please do so urgently. As I have explained previously,
our student numbers at the August Census give us our staffing allocation for
2023. It is very difficult if we receive further enrolments after this time as we
don’t necessarily have the staff to accept these students.

STRUCTURED PLAY
These are activities over and above the normal play/ supervision at lunchtimes. For many
students this is a opportunity to enjoy an interest they might have. It is also an opportunity for some
students to participate in a more structured way that best supports their needs. Here are reports
on just two of the choices our students are given.
CHESS Chess is played at lunchtimes on Mondays. The students are enjoying this opportunity
for structured play. Thanks to Danielle Bullen for giving her time to assist with this.GARDEN
CLUB This is happening a few lunchtimes a week. Thanks to Mrs McCall and Mrs McWilliam for
organising this structured play activity for our students. Thank you to the Lowe family who are also
assisting. More helpers are desperately being sought to assist here.

Seymour (Principal)

Congratulations to the following students
who received awards at assembly.
Early Stage 1: Myah Flanagan, Boston McFadden, Ethan Jones,
Bronte Sugden
Stage 1: Rory Quinlan, Zoe Hargrave, Harper Crawford, Hugo
McCall, Jack Kubils
Stage 2: Hugo Price-Purnell, Roman Roberts, Hugh Woolley,
Michael Gallagher, Sophie Gonzales-Yule
Stage 3: Lincoln Roberts, Eva Crook, Bailey Titcume, Oliver
Ridddell, Bella Duncan, Caitlin Pinch

Gold Award Winners!

Gold Award Winners: Hunter Fisher (2), Zoe Hargrave (2), Jack
Kubils, Hugo McCall, Sybella Peters, Annabelle Ryan, Lily McVey (2),
Lachlan Lewis-Hughes, Henry Van Eck, Maeve Crook, Michael
Gallagher (2), Meoldi Nolan (2), Lily O’Connor (3), Hugh Woolley (3),
Nikola Ryan (4)

Learning in Stage 3

Netball Gala Day

On Thursday last week, sixteen Stage 3 students had
the opportunity to participate in a Netball Gala day in
Ballina. Our two teams competed against other
schools, playing five games each. Both teams played
extremely well, had loads of fun and showed
outstanding sportsmanship throughout the day. They
conducted themselves beautifully and represented
our school well. We couldn't have been more proud
of them. Well done teams!

Mathematics

In Stage 3 Mathematics, we have
been investigating Chance.
Students conducted chance
experiments and assigned
probabilities of winning/losing as a
value between 0 and 1. We also
investigated how to assess the
fairness of a game.

Mrs Georgie Miller & Mrs Carissa McCall

Kindergarten students have been working on
sentence writing in relation to the book “Dear Zoo”.
They even had a special visitor on Thursday when
Mrs Moloney brought Freddie to visit.

Athletics Carnival
Tuesday 21 June @ Geoff Watt Oval
We are only a week away from our school athletics carnival! The Compass event is live for families to
access all information that will be needed for the day. There is a lot of important information in this
event which explains the plan for the day with some additional information to be uploaded in the
resources section in the coming days (at the bottom of the app once you open the athletics event). All
children are to come to school in the morning, no one is to go directly to the oval. Children will be
asked this week to confirm their nominations for competitive shot put and long jump.
We are still seeking assistance on this day, especially in the canteen.
Please email emma.thrum@lism.catholic.edu.au if you are able to assist.

CANTEEN @ THE CARNIVAL
 Order forms for student lunches at the athletics carnival were sent home on Friday (download here).

 To accurately cater for the day we are asking that forms be returned (with the correct money) by this Thursday 16th June.
 Lollies will be available for the children to purchase on the day.
 There will be hot food and drinks available for purchase on the day for spectators.
 Canteen on this day will be CASH ONLY.

Stage Parent
Catch Ups
KINDERGARTEN
A great opportunity to meet all the kindergarten
families and give the kids a chance to play!

donations

Wanted

Please

The Garden Club are looking for a few extra things. If you have
any of the following items and are no longer using them we would
love to repurpose them! Items we are seeking include:
 Pre-loved kids gumboots - various sizes for K-6 students
 Old stockings or pantyhose (for plant ties, pot liners &
collecting seeds)
 Old car tyres (herb gardens/veggie plantings)
 Plastic spray bottles (for homemade pest deterrents)
 Egg cartons
 Egg shells, coffee grinds, tea leaves (nutrients for soil)
 Packets of seeds (new or old)
 Brightly coloured outdoor paint (we are hoping to paint the
tyres in bright colours and turn them into small herb gardens)
Mrs Cathy McWilliam & Mrs Carissa McCall

Sunday 26th June from 10am
Summerland House Farm
STAGE 2
Come and join other Stage 2 parents & children for a
coffee, chat and play. Please bring a plate of food to
share, scooters, soccer or basketballs etc.
Siblings most welcome!
Wollongbar Skate Park
Sunday 26 June 10am - 12pm

READING
FUN!
Every morning the library is a fun
place to be.
A cosy space to start the day.
Millie was busy reading with Mrs
Seymour last week, she was
super proud of herself!

CANTEEN
We are now supplying 300ml Dairy Farmers Strawberry milk and no longer selling the poppers.
The price for the fresh milk is $2.30

FREE FRUIT
After a lengthy break due to Covid, free fruit at afternoon tea is back! (canteen days only).
Last week the children enjoyed fresh oranges, pineapple and grapes. Thank you to the Wilks family S1
and S3 for your donation. We started a free fruit initiative in the canteen a few years ago. We ask for
donations of fruit from families and provide this to the children at afternoon tea time for a healthy snack.
If you would like to donate fruit you can send it in with your children on canteen mornings or drop it to the
office.

The canteen is open Wednesday and Friday.
You can view the current menu on ours school website 2022 Canteen Menu.

Contact the school or visit our website

Happy Birthday to the children who celebrated
their birthday since our last newsletter:

Nate Foster, Henry Buchanan,
Griffin Roberts, Tyler Szeto

Our Stage 3 environmental leaders are going to be launching an exciting new competition this week!! We have entered the school
in the Wonder Recycling Rewards competition. The aim of this competition is to create awareness and reduce soft plastics in our
environment. Stage 3 students will be encouraging all students at school to recycle their soft plastic bread bags (clean/crumb
free) by bringing them to school and placing them in our special collection bins. Each Stage will be given their own collection bin
and there will also be one stationed at the office. The program collects all bread bags, not just Wonder bread. Once the collection
bins are full (5kg), we will send them off and the school will redeem RESports points which then can be used to purchase sporting
equipment for our school!! Win, win - we save the environment and we get new sporting equipment!!

