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Dear Parents,
A recent study gives some food for thought for us all. The study, led by
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) identified stark differences
in reasons why students like or dislike school. Students’ who perceive
they have a strong connection with their teacher are far more likely to
enjoy attending school than their peers who don't, a new study has
shown. Researchers surveyed over 1,000 students across three
Queensland schools, all of which had low retention rates and high rates
of suspension. They found most of the two-thirds of students who said
they liked school (66.5 per cent) also reported having a good relationship
with their teachers A major factor included whether or not staff made an
effort to build rapport and trust with students and whether they offered
individualised support. This fits well with our thinking around here!
CONGRATULATIONS

To Mrs Steele on becoming a grandmother. Her

daughter Jess recently gave birth to son, Freddie.
To Toby Conlan on his Baptism on Sunday.

Toby’s Baptism

PSF MEETING TONIGHT
TUESDAY 7/6 at 7pm
in the staffroom.
All welcome!

Mrs Steele & Freddie

MORE MATHS SUPPORT
Further to last week’s Newsletter I have had a few parents contact me to
seek some ideas for EVERYDAY MATHS at home to build their child’s
Maths skills. The following link may be useful Everyday maths. I am
available to assist with Maths thinking for home… Tuesday 28th June
at 10am in the staffroom. Come and have a cuppa and join the
conversation. (In the case of poor weather for our Athletics Carnival on
21st June this is the back up day, so might need to be re-arranged)

 Tuesday 7
 PSF meeting 7pm
 Thursday 9
 Issue 4 Book Club
Orders due

 Friday 10
 Assembly (2:20 in hall)
 Monday 13
 Public Holiday
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Thursday 16
 Rugby Gala Day - Coffs
 Tuesday 21
 Athletics Carnival
 Friday 24
 Assembly (2:20 in hall)
 Sunday 26
 ES1 meet & play
Monday 27
 Formation Day &
Confirmation
 Tuesday 28
 10am Maths Chat
 Back Up Athletics
Carnival
 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night
 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - Dress in
yellow
 Liturgy 9:15am
 Last day of Term 2
JULY

 Friday 1
 PUPIL FREE DAY - Staff
Professional Learning

 Tuesday 19
 First day of Term 3 for
students

 Thursday 21
 Junior Joeys begins
AUGUST

Seymour (Principal)  Friday 26
 Family Day
MESSAGE FROM THE PSF CO-ORDINATOR LIZ BUGDEN
 Saturday 27 - Sunday 28
This is my last year at St Joseph’s & therefore the PSF committee requires a parent to take
 First Eucharist
over with the ordering & organising of the Mother’s Day & Father’s Day stalls. These stalls
SEPTEMBER
aren’t a fundraising opportunity but a way the children can shop without their parents/carers
being with them. Each stall takes approximately 10 hours to organise & is a great deal of fun. It
 Saturday 3 - Sunday 4
would be great if someone who may be interested could contact myself (Liz Bugden) in the next
 First Eucharist
fortnight as the Father’s Day orders need to be placed before the 30 June. I could sit with you
 Saturday 10 - Sunday 11
& show you how we’ve been doing it. If you love to shop or look at giftware please contact me!
 First Eucharist
Liz Bugden
(0428 285 048)
th

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

Our work in the Lyn Sharratt Collaborative here at Joeys.
In 2020, just as the Covid pandemic began, we started
working with Lyn Sharratt. Lyn is the Canadian author
of a book called Clarity. Lyn works in improving
outcomes for students, by looking at the way we teach,
the data we use and the supports we put in place for
our learners. Many of Lyn’s ideas around collaboration
Learning Walks & Talks are already in action here with our flexible spaces, the
We do these in classrooms to see way we look at resources and the use of our release
if students can answer 5
days to plan for our students. There are 14 Parameters
questions about their learning.
that Lyn looks at in her work. Many of these were
What are you learning? How are already part of our culture and thinking prior to joining
you going? How do you know? the Lyn Sharratt work. Others we have utilised to build
How can you improve? Where do our collective skills.
you go for help?
We have adopted some specifics of Lyn’s thinking
here at school.

We regularly hold Case Management Meetings to

look at individual students who are not progressing at the rate we would like to find ways to
support them.

We create Learning Intentions and Success Criteria for topics we are learning.
We utilise data to group and organise our students in their flexible learning.
We ‘own’ all students - faces on the data- and are collectively responsible for their learning.
We created data walls in the staff study that track our students in Maths, Reading and
Writing.

There are many aspects to this work that we hope will improve
all results for all students.

One aspect of these Learning
Walks & Talks we haven’t yet
shared is how you can utilise a
parent version of the 5 Questions
to discuss your child’s learning
with them. These 5 Questions are
a great way of connecting to your
child’s day and their learning.

Stage 3 Regenerating Australia Podcasts Are Live!!
Over the past couple of weeks the Stage 3 students have been busy recording and editing their amazing podcasts for publication.
If you are a keen environmentalist and want to learn about different ways we can live more sustainably, take care of our
surroundings and regenerate our environment then these are the podcasts for you!
The titles include:
 Zero emissions transport within Lismore and surrounding communities.  Solar Power
 Action towards climate change.
 Regenerating Australia’s native bees.
 Regenerating Australia through agriculture.
 Climate change! Climate change!
 Regenerating Indigenous culture.
 Sustainable energy at St Joseph’s.
 Restoring animal habitats.
 What’s God got to do with it?

Follow the link to listen on Anchor https://anchor.fm/st-josephs-school-alstonville
Our next step is to use the information we have collected from our interviews to write an information report.
Watch this space for our next update!

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION NEWS

Mr Phil Crosby

PENTECOST SUNDAY - THE CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY!
Last weekend was Pentecost Sunday. It was really the Church’s birthday! Pentecost is sometimes called
the birthday of the Church. The Gospel for Pentecost reminds us that the Church begins with the
command to forgive. Within the family, the Church, we learn how to forgive and we learn to accept
forgiveness. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit that enables us to do both. Today is a fitting time to share a
family celebration of reconciliation. As you gather together as a family, sit quietly for a few minutes,
inviting all to reflect upon their need to forgive and to receive forgiveness.

How might the Holy Spirit lead us to help bring peace to situations of conflict?
This  video provides a simple explanation of the story of Pentecost
Click to watch the Pentecost video.

WELCOME LUKE ROWLING
We have had the pleasure of Luke spending time across all stages of learning, once a fortnight. He has already
made an impact on both students and staff. Thanks Luke!
“Hey my name is Luke Rowling, yes Mrs Rowling’s son. I am a YMO at St John’s college Woodlawn. I am so
excited to get to know the kids out at St Joseph's. A little bit about me. I was a student here at Joeys from kindy to
year 6. I loved running around on the ovals and getting amongst the community. I was awarded the citizenship
award in 2015 for always having a positive attitude and showing compassion for my fellow students. I then
attended St John's College Woodlawn from year 7 to 12. Throughout those years I began to discover my faith. It
was through Proclaim Lismore events that guided me into becoming a Youth Ministry Officer (YMO). A YMO is a
young person 1 or 2 years out of highschool. There are two YMO’s across every highschool in our diocese. Like
myself, once a fortnight they visit a primary school. As young Catholics we wish to spread the good news of the holy spirit
whether that be through games, prayer, meditation or simply just having chat with the students. We wish to brighten up students'
days by being followers of Christ. I hope that gives you a good idea of who and what a YMO is. God bless, Luke.

Woolworths Junior Landcare
Grant Winner!!
We’ve been successful with our application for a 2022 Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant for our
project - The Vegie Patch Kids! Our school is one of 1,054 primary schools and early learning centres
throughout Australia receiving a Woolworths Junior Landcare grant to help grow our next generation of
environmental champions.
The aim of our project is to re-establish our vegetable garden so students can develop
an appreciation of living things, an understanding of how they can help plants thrive, as
well as how living things depend upon each other, and the process of sustainable
agriculture and food production. Despite our rainy weather, the children have already
started re-establishing the vegetable garden through preparing the garden beds by
removing weeds and turning the soil. We have also begun planting a small amount of
seedlings. Our next task over the coming weeks is to keep researching so as to select
appropriate plants to continue with our seed propagation.

Garden gurus!

Athletics
Carnival
Tuesday 21 June
Geoff Watt Oval
See Compass Events for
full details
If you can offer any
assistance please contact
Miss MacDonald
(linsey.macdonald@lism.catholic.edu.au )

We are excited to welcome Kelly Lowe and Judy to the team and look forward to their
help and expert knowledge! Any other volunteers would be greatly appreciated - the
more the merrier! You can read more about our project at
Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant Map
We look forward to keeping you updated on our progress!
Mrs Carissa McCall

Last week the books donated to the Stage 2
book drive for the flood victims were given to St
Joseph's Coraki and Woodburn. We are so
proud of the Stage 2 students for seeing a need
and wanting to do something about it. Their
commitment and passion to help others
managed to raise a WHOPPING 1300 books! A
big thank you to everyone who donated to such
a worthy cause and to Fr
Max for kindly delivering
the books to Coraki for us.
It takes a village!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Book Club Issue 4 is now open for ordering.
Please visit Scholastic Book Club to view the
online catalogue. Hard copies are available in
limited quantities from classrooms, if you would
like one please ask. All orders for Issue 4 must be
completed online at LOOP or returned to the
school office by Thursday 9th June.

STAGE 1 MUMS PAINT N SIP NIGHT
The first mum's event of the year was a
great success. The night was filled with
a great bunch of birds & lots of laughs!

Stage Parent
Catch Ups
KINDERGARTEN
A great opportunity to meet all the
kindergarten families and give the
kids a chance to play
Sunday 26th June from 10am
Summerland House Farm

STAGE 1 DADS THIS IS FOR YOU!
Footy @ the Feddy
State of Origin kicks off
Wednesday June 8th
RSVP Monica 0428717699
We’ll book a table for 6:30pm for you to
gather for a feed and a chance to get to
know each other.

Happy Birthday to the children who celebrated
their birthday since our last newsletter:
Braith Duncan

CANTEEN
The canteen is open
Wednesday and Friday.
You can view the current menu on
ours school website
2022 Canteen Menu.

To register for this event please visit
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/715182158220149006

