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Protected Action Strike Friday 27 May - LIMITED SUPERVISION
There will be strike action taken here this coming Friday, 27th May. While school will remain open it will mean there
will only be limited supervision for students on this day. There will be No Canteen, No Assembly. Any other normal
school activity planned for this day will not be going ahead. To assist us with our limited supervision we ask that you
EMAIL alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au to let us know if your child/ren will be present on Friday. There is no need to
email if you will not be sending your child/ren to school. We understand this action may present difficulties for our
families. A letter from Jenny Allen, the acting Director CSO with further information has been emailed to all parents.
Thanking you,

Therese Seymour

Dear Parents,
ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS
Enrolment interviews for Kindergarten 2023 began this week.
Judging by the number of Junior Joeys forms already lodged
these places are going to be taken quickly. Please alert anyone
you may know to book in NOW! Further information can be found
here: St Joseph's Primary School, Alstonville | » Enrolment
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEEK
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to
learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to
explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in
Australia. The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey:
 27 May 1967 On this day, Australia’s most successful referendum saw more than 90 per cent
of Australians vote to give the Australian Government power to make laws for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and recognise them in the Census.
 3 June 1992 On this day, the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, the
culmination of Eddie Koiki Mabo’s challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra nullius’ (land belonging
to no one) and leading to the legal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of
lands. This decision paved the way for Native
Title.
The National Reconciliation Week 2022
theme, “Be Brave. Make Change.” is a
challenge to all Australians - individuals,
families, communities, organisations and
government - to Be Brave and tackle the
unfinished business of reconciliation so we
can Make Change for the benefit of all
Australians.

MAY

 Monday 23 - Thursday 26
 Stage 3 camp
 Thursday 26
 National Sorry Day
 Friday 27
 INDUSTRIAL ACTION
- SCHOOL ONLY
OPEN FOR LIMITED
SUPERVISION
 Tuesday 31
 PSF meeting 7pm
JUNE

 Monday 13
 Public Holiday
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Tuesday 21
 Athletics Carnival
 Monday 27
 Formation Day &
Confirmation

 Tuesday 28
 Back Up Athletics
Carnival

 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night

 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - dress up

“In your best” - TBC
 Last day of Term 2
CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to all of our students who participated in the Zone Cross Country last week. (See
JULY
the sports news for more details). We received an email after the event we would like to share

Friday
1
with you… “I have to say it was absolutely heartwarming to watch how enthusiastically their
 PUPIL FREE DAY classmates rallied around to help - hold ice, fetch water bottles, move shade, help them sit down
Staff Professional
etc - without needing to be asked to by Miss MacDonald or Mr Seymour. You must be so proud
Learning
of how they take care of one another. Several kids passing by from other schools actually

Tuesday
19
commented things like 'You wouldn't see girls helping boys like that at our school.' Well done
 Term 3 begins for
Joeys for setting a beautiful example!”
students
 Thursday 21
Diocesan Cross Country was held today in Grafton. We will bring you results next week.
 Junior Joeys begins

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

STAGE 3 EXCURSION
Well they are off! After a great deal of rearranging, rethinking, cautious planning and finger crossing the S3
students and staff left on Monday morning for the Gold Coast and Brisbane. To actually get on the
excursion the students were required to be both Covid free and close contact free. This in itself was a huge
feat. We are all very grateful to the staff who have given up their time to attend the excursion. Special
thanks to Mrs Miller and Mrs McCall for all their organisation and communication to ensure this event could
go ahead. Please note that following this excursion the S3 students ARE NOT expected at school on
Friday. If they do attend it will be a supervision only day.

Jasiah leading the way!

REMINDERS
We have had several cases of head lice in school this past week. Please ensure your child’s hair is tied
up. Any hair at collar length needs to be tied up; we recommend in plaits for longer hair. This includes all
students with collar length hair. Please check your child’s clothing and equipment is clearly LABELLED.
This includes jumpers, jackets, hats, drink bottles, lunch bags. Our lost property basket has numerous
articles we cannot return as they have no name on them, and with no name other children incorrectly claim
items as theirs.

NON ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
We are very concerned about the number of
students who are being given days off for their
birthdays or other events. School is an everyday
event and should be treated as such by parents.
Attendance every day at school is crucial to ensure
learning is continuous and that no learning
opportunities are missed. Sadly Covid has impacted
attendance for many of our children so adding extra
days off for family events, birthdays, ‘rest days’, lazy
days’ and the like are adding stress on the learning
days. We are currently in contact with a number of
families regarding low attendance rates. If your child
is missing school regularly you will be invited in for
an Attendance Meeting. We hope to avoid this by
highlighting the need for regular and on time attendance. Even being 20 minutes late a day adds up
quickly! That is 100 minutes in a week,1000 minutes in a term and that is 16 hours of learning, just like
that! That is equal to about 3 days of learning a term.
CONFIRMATION
Any student in Year 3 or older who is eligible for Confirmation is required to be enrolled in the Parent Meetings in preparation for
this sacrament. Confirmation takes place on Monday 27th June. Please see the note from the Parish Office below (This was also
emailed out on Monday):
Dear Parents,
I note that we have not received an enrolment form for your child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. This is just a
friendly reminder in case it has slipped your mind. All children who have been baptised and are in Year 3 or above are eligible
to receive the sacrament. If you feel that your child is not ready, please let me know so I can take him/her off this year's list.
With thanks,
Tanya Pagotto (Parish Secretary Alstonville - Wardell Catholic Church
Phone
6628 3047
NAPLAN COMPLETED
We managed to complete our NAPLAN last week despite the impacts of Covid, Cross Country and student absences. This has
probably been the hardest year to complete NAPLAN as it is all online except for the Year 3 Writing. So each test session
requires a set up with log ins, etc. When students are absent they cannot use that set up and a new one needs to be created.
Then all these catch ups must be timetabled into any day. Thanks to Miss Miles for organising all of this and to Miss Kingsford for
ensuring all the devices being used were ready to go. Results will come home later in the year.
ONLINE SAFETY
We continue to hear about students dealing with online issues outside school. Often this impacts in school with friendships,
behaviour and not feeling safe. Unfortunately the big statistic says that students will often not report these issues to parents as
they worry about being in trouble. This is usually because these online behaviours are occurring without parents knowing about
them, or understanding the capabilities of devices their children use. We suggest a read of the fact sheets, at the back of this
newsletter, might be a good starting point for all parents.
Seymour (Principal)

WE HAVE A PODCAST!
Available on Spotify https://open.spotify.com/show/0WpkpBrjfPs4KBHuqRlcC5
or just search ‘St Joey’s Podcast”;
and Anchor https://anchor.fm/st-josephs-school-alstonville
Our aim is to share some of our amazing learning experiences and give you an insight into our school community
Episode 1: In this first episode, some students from our Stage 2 class will share some stories about inspirational people
who have faced adversity and overcome challenges in their lives. We hope you enjoy and learn something new along the way.
Stay tuned for further podcast episodes in the coming weeks. Future episodes will be available using different platforms such as
Google Podcasts and Apple Podcasts .

SPORT NEWS

Miss Linsey MacDonald
Last Wednesday 43 students travelled to Goonellabah to finally compete at Zone Cross Country in
the beautiful (and hot) sunshine! As always, our children showed amazing sportsmanship both on
and off the track and gave their all in their races.
Congratulations to Josie Layland (1st 10 years girls) and Michael Gallagher (2nd 9 years boys).
We wish Josie and Michael the best of luck as they compete at Diocesan level today
(Tuesday 24th May) in Grafton.
Reminder for students to return their cleaned school singlets to the office by tomorrow.

In writing, Stage 1 have been learning about how to use a hook to engage their reader and entice them
to read more. The last hook they have experimented with is The Power of 3. This involves using 3
adjectives or noun groups to describe the scene, character or thing. They were encouraged to write 2-3
other descriptive sentences and backfill to inform the reader what is actually happening. Here are some
examples of feeding a giraffe at the zoo.
Slimy, Sticky, Sloberry. Neck stretching in different directions. Gross but disgustingly cool. Feeding a
giraffe at the zoo.
Eva Munday
Blunt teeth, spotty body, slobbery tongue. Neck stretching as long as a slinky. Legs as tall as a skyscraper. I was at the zoo
feeding the giraffe some lettuce.
Jack Kublis
Sticky tongue, spotty body, short teeth. A bluish, purple, slimy tongue spins and swirls around the lettuce. Feeding a giraffe at
the zoo was cool, slimy and funny.
Elaina Battaglia
Black tongue, patterned body, shiny teeth. Dark black tongue. Real cool patterned body. Teeth shinier than a window getting
cleaned. Feeding a giraffe is the most stickiest time of my life!
Remy Allen
Sticky tongue, patterned body, flat teeth. Neck as tall as a mansion. The tongue twirls around whatever they eat. It goes around
like a spiral. I was feeding a giraffe at the zoo.
Hunter Fisher
Tentacle like tongue, spotty body, blunt teeth. It has a neck as tall as the Eiffel Tower. Its tongue is as fast as a flash. Feeding a
giraffe is the most AWESOME thing on the planet.
Rory Quinlan
Spotty body, weird tongue, blunt teeth. Tongue stretching out for food. Funny tongue, furry body, slimy teeth. I was feeding a
giraffe.
Henry Van Eck
Slimy tongue, spotty body, flat teeth. A big lumpy forehead, all spotty and patterned. A long goopy tongue. Feeding a giraffe is
exciting.
Oscar Lamas

Visit Cyber Safety Solutions for more information

Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last
newsletter:
Wyatt Burton-Schmetzer, Hendrix Dewhurst,
Lucian Garrard, Reuben Birkwood,
Aya Bennett, Oscar Lamas, Zara Towns,
Olivia Eason, Luca McDonald

From all of us at joeys

CANTEEN
The canteen will only be open on
Wednesday this week.

You can view the current menu on
ours school website
2022 Canteen Menu .

26 MAY

If you are requiring information or
support relating to the recent floods
please read this brochure, available
on our school website.

