11 Perry Street Alstonville NSW 2477 (PO Box 265) Phone: 02 6628 1009
www.alstplism.catholic.edu.au email: alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au

Dear Parents,

MAY

Diocese of Lismore Catholic Schools Limited meeting was held here at school today. The
Board is the governing body for all Catholic schools in our Diocese and in that role have
oversight of our school. It was a wonderful opportunity to talk about our school to the Board and
share our vision for Joeys. The Board was also taken on a tour of the school. When I stepped
back to look on both the Catholic Schools Week and the Board tour it was incredible to realise
how far we have come on our Flexible Learning Journey. To see our amazing staff engaged with
all our students in classrooms where students are all
known and have voice and choice is a wonderful
feeling and makes the hard work, creative thinking of
staff and all the new learning involved really
worthwhile.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK was a low key event
this year with our Liturgy, Morning Tea and Mass.
While we didn’t have a great number of parents join us
on this day we were very pleased to be able to take
those there on a tour of school in action. The dialogue
and questions around the school set up and the many
extras we offer at Joeys were great conversations. We
thank those that did join us on this day.

JOEYS ENROLMENT EXPO is on tomorrow night
(Wednesday) at 6pm. We are seeking student helpers to
be here to assist in classrooms on the night. If your child/
ren can assist they will need to be here from 5.45pm until
7pm. They will need to be in school uniform. We thank
those that have already responded to this call for help.
The attached letter was sent out by Mrs Jenny Allen, the
acting CSO Director last week about my retirement, which
was in Term 2 Week 1 newsletter.
STAFFING UPDATES

Congratulations to Miss Kasey Miles who will be Acting Principal once I begin my Long
Service Leave in Term 3.

Congratulations to Mr Phil Crosby for his
appointment as Acting Assistant
Principal Mission until the end of 2022.

Welcome to Miss Elouise Stokes as our
temporary teacher for the remainder of
the year. Elouise will be in S1 in the
morning and in S2 each afternoon on
Monday - Thursday. She will be in S3 on
Fridays.
WELCOME
Welcome to the Birkwood family Spencer Yr 1, Reuben Yr 3, Sophie Yr 5) and Wilks family
(Beaudie Yr 1, Georgia Yr 5) who began at Joeys this week.
CROSS COUNTRY (Attempt Number ?) will be held next week. We are praying for the weather
to co-operate so that we can complete this level. Miss MacDonald has more information later in
the Newsletter.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

 Tuesday 10 - Tuesday 17
 NAPLAN Year 3 & 5
 Wednesday 11
 Enrolment Information
evening 6pm

 NAPLAN Reading - Year 5
- 12:40 - 1:40

 Thursday 12 May
 NAPLAN Reading - Year 3







- 9:30 - 10:30 Language
Conventions - Year 5 10:45 - 11:45
Friday 13
 NAPLAN Language
Conventions - Year 3 9:30 - 10:30
Monday 16
 NAPLAN Numeracy - Year
3 - 9:30 - 10:30 Year 5 10:45 - 11:45
Tuesday 17
 NAPLAN Catch up
Wednesday 18
 Zone Cross Country
Monday 23 - Thursday 26
 Stage 3 camp
Tuesday 31
 PSF meeting 7pm
JUNE

 Monday 13
 Public Holiday
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Thursday 21
 Athletics Carnival
 Monday 27
 Confirmation
 Tuesday 28
 Back Up Athletics
Carnival

 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night

 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - dress up
“In your best” - TBC

 Last day of Term 2
JULY

 Friday 1
 PUPIL FREE DAY Staff Professional
Learning
 Tuesday 19
 Term 3 begins for
students

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER:
There are a number of small reminders required about uniform. A number of ‘different’ hair cuts are appearing from the boys.
These include mullets, undercuts and stripes shaved in and all of these are not permissible under our uniform code. Any hair of
collar length must be tied up completely. School socks must be worn at all times. Please keep an eye on the shoes your child/ren
are wearing to school. We have a uniform to teach children about pride in how they look as well as assisting them be part of a
‘team’. Your support in this area is always appreciated.
NAPLAN
This week our Year 3 and 5 are sitting the annual NAPLAN assessments. This is a busy few days at school as we try to ensure all
the students are able to undertake NAPLAN in a quiet environment with plenty of staff support. It is very difficult if we have
students absent as these have to complete catch up times. The NAPLAN assessments are seen as one piece of data and
another snapshot of how students are travelling. They are not meant to be a time of any stress.

Here at St Joseph’s the learning never stops...even for our staff! Every
Wednesday afternoon our staff gather for staff meetings. During this time
we meet to learn and discuss many aspects of our school. Last week we
were joined by Michelle Bunder from Apple who supported us in our
learning about iPads and apps. We worked together to explore fun ways
we can incorporate these tools into all KLAs. Bubble blowing and iPads
are serious business!

FEE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES AFFECTED BY FLOODING
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Families,
We know that some flood-affected families and communities will continue to work through their response and recovery for some
time. We are here to support you in whatever way we can. We understand that the financial impact of the flood event has been
extensive for many families in the affected regions.
In recognition of this burden, the Diocese of Lismore Catholic Schools Ltd (DLCSL) Board has approved support to schools and
parishes to provide full (100%) or partial fee relief (50%). This fee relief will include levies and elective fees.
Full-year fee relief will be provided to families that received any Australian Government financial assistance payment relating to
the 2022 floods, including either the:
 Disaster Recovery Payment (property damage)
 Disaster Recovery Allowance (income)
Partial fee relief (up to 50%) may be provided to other flood-affected families at the Principal’s discretion. Although individual
circumstances will vary widely, the following factors will be considered in approving partial fee relief:
 • Extent of property damage
 • Duration of loss of income
 • Other factors as appropriate.
If you would like to request the fee relief outlined above, please contact St Joseph’s School, Alstonville via
alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au We ask that you present documentation indicating you are receiving the relevant Disaster Recovery
payments when making your application. Fees that have already been paid can be refunded or carried forward as a credit for
2023. Please indicate in your application which of these options you prefer.
I thank you again for your ongoing support of our school. Our families and communities remain in our prayers. Please don’t
hesitate to contact the school on alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au or 66281009 should you have any questions.

Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney

S3 began their new unit on Natural Disasters. We
were lucky enough to be visited by Nick and Sam from
the Lismore SES. Nick and Sam shared with us what
their role is during a flood. The students enjoyed learning
about what Nick does as a swift water technician and
seeing all the gadgets that he has to help him do his job. Some lucky
students even got to have a go!
S2 began their unit on the Earth’s changing Surface. They began their unit
with a survivor style challenge where they had to uncover letters not using
their hands. They needed to unjumble the letters to make a word related
to this terms unit.
We then went for a walk down to Bullwinkle Park to look for
signs of weathering and erosion.

Seasons for Growth Program 2022
Seasons for Growth is a program developed by ‘Good Grief’. It has various ‘levels’ suited to children and youth to support them
with grief, loss, and change. At St Joseph’s we have been able to offer this program for approximately 20 years using updated
materials and facilitator training. The program runs for approximately eight sessions which would involve your child being included
in a group suited to their age group where they follow a guided program which supports them to
understand and manage the change and/or loss they have experienced. This could include family
separation, significant family changes including housing/home life, grief and loss through death.
Seasons for Growth shows children that our feelings are like the seasons of the year - changing
like autumn, sometimes dull and gloomy like winter, blooming like spring and fresh like
summer. It explores that all these feelings are normal and ways we can support ourselves when
we experience different emotions relating to grief, loss and change. The program sessions will run
for around one hour each and involve your child being out of class with a group of others in a
safe, confidential environment. If you feel your child would benefit from a program such as
Seasons for Growth please email me at lyn.rowling@lism.catholic.edu.au or if you would like
more information please contact me by phone or email.
Mrs Lyn Rowling (Wellbeing Team)
SPORT NEWS

Miss Linsey MacDonald

Zone Cross Country
What a run we have had with Cross Country! The rescheduled Zone Cross Country will be run on Wednesday, 18th
May at Hepburn Park, Goonellabah. The school has decided that as we will be needing a bus for this new venue, we
will cover this cost for families. The confirmed date, venue and additional information has been shared with families via
email and Compass Event (same event to be updated). Please note that there will be no canteen available on the day.
Thank you for your understanding with the organisation of this event.
Athletics Carnival
Our school Athletics Carnival has been scheduled for Tuesday, 21st June. More information will
be sent to families later on in the term. If you are available to assist on this day, please let me
know via email linsey.macdonald@lism.catholic.edu.au .
Winter Sports Trials
Last Friday Harrison Elmsly and Jeremy Lutze (pictured left) competed at Diocesan trials for
Rugby Union. We commend the boys for their efforts and sportsmanship on the day.

Some families are experiencing issues with Compass Events
not showing in the app.
Here is a temporary fix while the problem is investigated by
the CSO

STAGE PARENT REPRESENTATIVES
We would all agree Term One went by in a flash with everything happening locally and with navigating Covid. It is certainly
terrific to see everyone able to get out and about a bit more. We are now calling on those of you who are interested in
becoming a Stage Representative. This idea would have been raised at the Parent Information Zoom meetings early in the
year. So far we have had some parents from Stage One kindly offer but we still need your help across other stages.

What’s It All About ?
Basically the reps arrange opportunities for class social gatherings, Mum’s or Dad’s nights out, a card for a new baby, or
perhaps round up support for a family in need in the class group. By communicating with class teachers you will be able to
access potential dates, times or information. Usually three parents per stage is plenty so if you know of someone you could
team up with even better !! Stage Three in particular needs reps from both years five and six as well as a group of Year Six
parents needs to be formed to plan and coordinate the Year Six end of year celebrations. If you think you’d like to be part of a
simple and proactive part of school life please contact Lyn Rowling at lyn.rowling@lism.catholic.edu.au please get in touch
ASAP so we can get started. Likewise if you have any questions please get in touch as well.

STAGE ONE
CATCH UP
Come join us for
lunch and play
Saturday 21st May
12:00pm

What has been happening in Stage 3?

In Term 2 Week 1 Stage 3 watched the newly released film 'Regenerating Australia' by
local filmmaker Damon Gameau. The film explores regeneration through bringing vitality
and renewed growth to our communities and ecosystems.The students were more than
a little inspired by what they saw and wanted to know more!
Following this, in class the students have selected topics from the film that they would
like to explore further including: climate change, sustainable agriculture and reviving
soil, restoring Indigenous heritage and culture, protecting animal habitats and
regenerating vegetation, renewable energy and democracy. The students had decided
that they would like to interview experts in their chosen area and create podcasts about
their learnings.
Last week via zoom, we were lucky enough to have the opportunity to chat with
journalist Bruce Mackenzie and learn all about the questions and techniques the pros
use during interviews. We are also fortunate to have our talented prac student Ms
Turnbull who is an expert in podcasting and has created a number of well-known
podcasts for the ABC!

This week, students will be interviewing their first expert, agronomist Steve Elmsly and
we couldn't be more excited! If there are any other experts in our community on other
topics listed above we would love to hear from you! We will keep you posted on our progress and look forward to sharing our
podcasts with you soon.
Please contact us carissa.mccall@lism.catholic.edu.au and georgina.miller@lism.catholic.edu.au Thankyou for your support !

Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last newsletter:
Brenden Latham & Michael Gallagher

from all of us at joeys

Stage 2 Maths!
Students learn
in many and
varied ways at
Joeys. Hands
on maths
activities are
always fun!

CANTEEN
Every Wednesday & Friday
Please refer to the 2022 Canteen Menu
which is available on our school website under the Parents tab.

