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Dear Parents,

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Dear God,
We give thanks for this wonderful education community that you have
given us, and we thank You for the teaching and learning that takes
place each day in every classroom. We thank You for the gift of those
who work in our schools to create opportunities for students to grow in
the care and compassion of others.
We give thanks for the passion, commitment and sacrifices of parents
and carers as we work together to instill a culture of community in our schools.
We give thanks for the passion of our priests and clergy as they bear witness to the Gospel and
lead us in prayer and the celebration of the sacraments.
We pray that we never take for granted the community that our Catholic schools provide, and
that we use the gifts wisely and responsibly as we grow in Your image.
We pray that our Catholic schools will continue the important work of God’s mission by
spreading the Good News, particularly to the most vulnerable and disadvantaged.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
You are invited to join us on Friday 6th May at 10am for a Liturgy in McCarthy Hall. This will be
followed by Morning Tea for parents (BYO a small plate to share). Parents are then invited to go
on a tour around school to see learning in action. You are invited to visit all learning spaces with
a tour guide. The students will be participating in learning at this time. We would like you to see
how this looks in action! Please sign in at the office on the Who’s On Location app (or the iPad in
the foyer), collect your printed name tag and come along to the Hall.
Our ANZAC ceremony on Friday was a wonderful time, made better by the attendance of our
local RSL Sub Branch members and parents. Thank you to those who could join us.
Enrolment Expo Open Night
On Wednesday 11th May we are holding our Enrolment Expo Open Night. We seek your help. If
your child is in S2 or S3 we would love them to volunteer to come along and be present for the
Expo to allow us to showcase aspects of our school. They would be required to assist from
5.45pm until approximately 7pm. If you can help please ask your child to put their name down on
the Helpers List in S2 or S3. Alternatively, we would love you to spread the word about the event
to your friends and neighbours.

ENROLMENT EXPO 2022 Wednesday 11th May 6pm
An opportunity for prospective families to see
what our school can offer.
Government schools Industrial Action will take place on Wednesday this week. The
following information was also sent out on Compass on the weekend. You may be aware that the
Teachers Federation which represents staff in Government Schools intends to take strike action
next week. The strike action next week does not impact staff in Catholic Schools. However, I am
writing to alert you that our Catholic school’s teaching and support staff may participate in
planned protected industrial action by the Independent Education Union (IEU), the Union that
represents staff in Catholic Schools. The IEU intends our employees who are union members to
participate in protected industrial action during Term 2. While the Diocese fully supports its
employees’ right to take protected industrial action in pursuit of a new pay deal we are all deeply
concerned at further potential disruption to students and the school community, particularly given
the experience of the last two years. We continue to urge the IEU to keep working collaboratively
to reach a fair and just outcome for employees, and we will keep you informed.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

MAY

 Monday 2 - Friday 6
 Catholic Schools Week










(Community, Care,
Compassion)
Wednesday 4
 Confirmation meeting
for parents 6pm
Thursday 5
 Mother’s day stall
 Zone Cross Country @
Geoff Watt Oval
Friday 6
 Catholic Schools Week
Liturgy - 10am
 Book Club Issue 3
closes
Tuesday 10 - Friday 13
 NAPLAN Year 3 & 5
Wednesday 11
 Enrolment Information
evening 6pm
Monday 23 - Thursday 26
 Stage 3 camp
Tuesday 31
 PSF meeting 7pm
JUNE

 Monday 13
 Public Holiday
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Thursday 21
 Athletics Carnival NEW
DATE

 Monday 27
 Confirmation
 Tuesday 28
 Back Up Athletics
Carnival

 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night

 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - dress up
“In your best” - TBC

 Last day of Term 2
JULY

 Friday 1
 PUPIL FREE DAY Staff Professional
Learning
 Tuesday 19
 Term 3 begins for
students

Covid impact at School
Thank you to all the families impacted by Covid with the care you have shown in considering others at this
time. It is difficult at any time to manage illness in families but since the changes in isolation rules it is also
quite confusing. At this point the rules state that close contacts can attend school. While this is great, it
also includes some rules - the close contact must advise school they are a close contact, they must be
RAT tested regularly and we are asking that they wear a mask at school. Obviously complying with these
rules can be difficult so some families are choosing to keep the close contacts at home. We appreciate
this is tough but at school we are very grateful for all you can do. If you choose this option we are happy
to organise a contactless pick up of devices, if required. The staff are being impacted too, casuals are
extremely hard to find, you will appreciate we are doing all we can to keep school functioning effectively.
Unwell at school?
Any student or staff member who is unwell and/or displays symptoms of COVID-19 will be asked to go
home and stay there until they can complete a RAT or PCR test. If symptoms continue, they should stay
Happy birthday Fr Max!
at home and take another RAT in 24 hours or have a PCR test. If the second RAT or initial PCR test result
is negative, the student or staff member can return to school. In NSW, positive COVID-19 cases are provided a Medical
Clearance Notice after 7 days and allowed to leave self-isolation as long as they do not have COVID-19 symptoms. We are
grateful for all the ways you are assisting in this Covid battle.
CROSS COUNTRY
Due to the wet weather the Cross Country was postponed until Thursday. The same arrangements will be in place for this day….
Fingers crossed we get a fine day!
Seymour (Principal)

Cross Country winners received their certificates & ribbons.

Sacrament of Confirmation –
Catholic Students
Children who have reached Year 3 in their schooling are
eligible to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Confirmation will be administered by the Bishop on
Monday 27th June at 6.00 p.m.
If you believe that your child is ready to receive this
Sacrament please visit the parish website at
www.alstonvillecatholicchurch.org.au and download the
enrolment form. Once completed, forward it to the Parish
Office (P O Box 102 Alstonville) by Monday 30th May.
Copies are also available from the school office or on the
school website >>recent notes.
Parents who wish their child to receive this
Sacrament are asked to attend one meeting with their
children, which will be held in the staffroom of St
Joseph’s School on Wednesday 4th May at 6.00 p.m.
It is essential that parents and child/ren attend this
meeting, to ensure that proper preparation can be made
for the reception of the Sacrament.
Thank you
Fr Max Gow - Parish Priest

Congratulations to Cawley & McCarthy houses - joint winners of the Cross Country!

Dear Rory,
I love and miss you very much. It is
horrible at war. There are people
dying everywhere. It is the worst
thing ever. Please take me home.
I’m shivering. I want to go home. I
can smell bully beef and sweaty
armpits. I feel braved and scared,
sad and terrified. I taste hard
cardboard biscuits. I am glad the war
is almost over. I want to come home.
I really hope tomorrow is the last
day.
From Archy
(Archy McDonald)

Dear Orlando,
Life as a digger is dreadful.
Guns and people dying. I wish I
was never in the war. People
are injured very badly. I got
shot! I really want to go home. I
shouldn’t have volunteered to
go to war. I feel so bad for the
people that have died. I just
shot someone. I hope the war
ends soon.
Love from Sonny
(Sonny Appelkamp)

Last week, the students in Stage 1 were learning about what life as a
soldier at Gallipoli would be like. We read the picture book “Gallipoli’ by
Kerry Greenwood as a stimulus. The students then brainstormed what life
as a soldier would look like, smell like, taste like, sound like and feel like.
They wrote a letter to a loved one putting themselves in the shoes of a
brave soldier that ventured off to Gallipoli.
It was incredibly difficult to select the letters to share in this Newsletter as
all the students did an absolutely fantastic job! Here are some examples.

Dear Kurtleigh,
Life as a Gallipoli soldier is
horrible. It is scary and there
are people dying. I miss you
and wish I could leave this
place but it was worth a try.
People are getting injured. I
can always smell smoke and
the food here is disgusting,
Love from Kliment
(Kliment Dhere)

Dear Rory,
It’s very scary at war but on the
good side at least we have
trenches. They’re life saving. No
one has died in the trenches. I
feel lonely so much. The dirty
cardboard like cookies are
disgusting. The sacrifices are
the worst. I almost became deaf!
I smell blood. It makes me sad.
From Tate
(Tate Commens)

Dear Mum and Dad,
Gallipoli is a terrible place. The
bully beef tastes gross and the
biscuits are like cardboard. I
see guns, dead bodies and
blood. It smells like dust and
smoke. I hear gunfire, bombs,
screaming and crying. BOOM!
BANG! CRASH! I feel so
scared, lonely and worried. I
miss you.
Love from Lachie
(Lachlan Lewis-Hughes)

Dear Mum,
I love and miss you very much. It
is horrible being at war. There
are people dying everywhere. I
am fearful for my life. I can see
bullets flying through the air. I
better be careful and try not to
get hurt. I am tired of eating
cardboard like biscuits. I feel
terrified. I can’t wait to come
home.
Love from Harper
(Harper Crawford)

Dear Mum and Dad,
Life in Gallipoli is awful. All you
hear day and night are gun
shots. When you are battling, it
is nerve wracking. You feel like
you are going to die.All you eat
is bully beef which is canned
like dog food and biscuits that
taste like cardboard. All you
smell is dust and smoke. I
hope I survive.
Love from Zoe
(Zoe Hargrave)

Dear Mum,
It is terrible here. I miss you so much.
There are sad, wet, dirty people. I
keep hearing the BANG! BOOM!
CRASH! of guns. I feel terrible for the
people dying. When I go to the
fighting spot, I feel dreadful. I have to
eat cardboard biscuits which are OK
but meat in a can is disgusting. I’m all
dirty from tripping over but I’m lucky
I’m not dead. KABOOM! is
everywhere! I really want to go home.
I can’t wait to come back.
Love Layla
(Layla George)

Dear Mum and Dad,
I love and miss you very much. It
is horrible at war. The smell and
sound of the guns and fire make
me feel scared. Life as a digger is
dreadful. We have to eat bully
beef and biscuits that taste like
cardboard. I am very fearful for
my life. There are people dying
everywhere. All I can smell is
stinky armpits and blood. I can’t
wait to get home. I hope I survive.
Love from Zara XXOO
(Zara Towns)

Dear Mum and Dad,
I wish I was home. It is very dusty and
dirty. It is horrible. I can hear gunshots
going off all the time. I can not sleep so
that is why I am writing you this and
because I miss you. A bunch of people
are dying. I thought it would be fun
when I left but it is so scary. I am lucky I
am not dead yet. I can’t wait to come
home. I miss and love you. I hope it will
end soon. All I have to eat is bully beef.
No fruit or veggies. I am getting bored
of eating only bully beef. I am worried
that all my friends will die soon. See you
in a year.
Love from Poppy
(Poppy Elmsly)

Assistant Principal - Learning & Teaching

Miss Kasey Miles

ANZAC Day Commemoration
Our ANZAC Day commemoration was held on Friday afternoon with members of the Alstonville RSL Sub Branch in
attendance. We thank Mr Rob Fry and Mr Robert Wilson for joining us. Mr Wilson gave an address and Mr Fry
presented Toby and Harry with their prizes for the writing competition. Thank you to the parents and visitors who were
able to join us for this commemoration and to Ms Kingsford for putting together a beautiful video reflection and service.
Brainstorm Production - Saving Lil and Archie
We were fortunate to have Brainstorm productions here again last week to share with us the story of Saving Lil and Archie.
This story focused on cyber safety and the importance of not sharing personal information online. The students were able to
interact with the actors at the end of the show and ask clarifying questions to support the online safety message.
For more information on cyber safety visit the e-safety Commissioners website https://www.esafety.gov.au/
NAPLAN reminder
NAPLAN will begin next Tuesday 10 May for Year 3 and 5 students. We ask parents if possible to avoid making appointments
during this time and for ALL students to have a working set of headphones at school for these assessments.
Tuesday 10 May
Writing - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30 Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45
Wednesday 11 May
Reading - Year 5 - 12:40 - 1:40
Thursday 12 May
Reading - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30
Language Conventions - Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45
Friday 13 May
Language Conventions - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30
Monday 16 May
Numeracy - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30 Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45
Tuesday 17 May
Catch up NAPLAN day

Brainstorm- Saving Lil and Archie

SPORT NEWS

We welcomed members of the Alstonville RSL Sub Branch to our school ANZAC Day service.

Students from all stages were thoroughly engaged in Brainstorm.

Miss Linsey MacDonald

Winter Sports Trials
Last Friday Bella Duncan (netball), Eva Crook (soccer) and Jasiah Murgha (rugby league) competed at Polding trials
for their selected sports. We commend them all for their high performance and sportsmanship at each stage of the
trials this year. Well done to them all. Good luck to Harrison Elmsly and Jeremy Lutze who will be competing at
Diocesan rugby union trials this coming Friday.
Zone Cross Country
This Thursday, our Zone Cross Country students will be walking down to Geoff Watt Oval to compete against children from other
schools within our Zone. Children are to wear their singlets on this day, then wash and return them by Monday 9th May. Please
note there will be NO FOOD OR DRINKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE on Thursday. Children are encouraged to bring a
change of clothes and shoes to school for after the race due to how wet the fields are.
Athletics Carnival
Our school Athletics Carnival has been scheduled for Tuesday 21st June (Please note the date change from last week's
newsletter). More information will be sent to families later on in the term. If you are available to assist on this day, please let me
know via email linsey.macdonald@lism.catholic.edu.au .

Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last newsletter:
Jake Webster, Peter Carroll, Matilda Hollows,
Henry Brady, Ella McVey

from all of us at joeys

Kindergarten students are always
happy doing hands on
maths activities!
Come along to our
Catholic Schools Week classroom
visits on Friday to see this in action!

Scholastic Book Club
All orders for Book Club Issue 3
must be placed by Friday 6th April.
View the catalogue as a PDF here.
Order via Book Club LOOP.

CANTEEN
Every Wednesday & Friday
Please refer to the 2022 Canteen Menu
which is available on our school website under the Parents tab.

