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Dear Families,
Welcome to Term 2!
During the school holidays Mr Jim Farr resigned from
his position here at St Joseph’s Alstonville. Mr Farr
resigned based on some family priorities. He was only
here with us for a short time but I am sure you join with
us in wishing him the very best for his future. We are
currently sorting replacements for Mr Farr in his AP
Mission role and for his classroom teaching load. Our
apologies for this abrupt change. We will keep you
informed.
Mr Prentice is still not well and won’t be returning this term to Stage 2. In his place Mr Liam
Seymour will be working as Enrichment Tutor in S2. Just for transparency - Yes, he is my son!
And no, I did not participate in the employment process. Welcome Liam!
We welcome Mrs Emma Keough to work as part time teacher in ES1. Emma will be in
Kindergarten all day on Monday & Wednesday and mornings on Tuesday and Thursday. Mrs Lyn
Rowling will complete her Wellbeing role on Tuesdays from this term.
I would like to also alert you to my
impending long service leave. I
have been working in Catholic
education for 42 years now. In that
time I have only really taken any
lengthy long service leave to travel
to the United Kingdom for a family
wedding and for a term to travel around Australia with my family. So obviously I have a fair
amount of long service leave up my sleeve. It equates to about 3 terms in leave!
With that in mind I will begin long service leave at the beginning of next term. At the conclusion of
this leave I will be retiring. I feel this is a good time to do this. I know the school is now in an
amazing place. I can confidently hand over the reins to others who I know will continue the great
work here at Joeys. With our wonderful parent community working alongside our staff I know our
students will be well cared for and continue to thrive.
During this term there will be a decision made about an Acting Principal until the end of the year
while the permanent Principal employment process takes place. The new Principal would begin
in 2023. The school community will be included in this decision making process through Mr John
Wilson, the CSO Regional Service Leader. So stay tuned for this opportunity.

Now onto the important things for Term 2!
MOTHERS DAY STALL will be held on Thursday 5th May. We would welcome some
helpers for this day please.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2-6 May - Community, Care, Compassion
Catholic Schools Week is a time to celebrate our shared faith, educational excellence and the
importance of every student. Catholic Schools offer an educational foundation for living life to the
full through the development of the student’s spiritual, intellectual, physical, moral and emotional
growth. Catholic schools respond to and serve the needs of parents who seek a Catholic
education for their children. Catholic schools contribute to the Church’s mission to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ. We invite you to celebrate with us on Friday 6th May for a Liturgy in
the Hall, followed by Morning Tea then an opportunity to visit the classrooms to see learning in
action.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the
land, sea, the earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

APRIL

 Friday 29
 Anzac Day Assembly
2:15 - parents and
families welcome
MAY

 Monday 2
 Zone Cross Country @
Geoff Watt Oval

 Monday 2 - Friday 6
 Catholic Schools Week









(Community, Care,
Compassion)
Wednesday 4
 Confirmation meeting
for parents
Thursday 5
 Mother’s day stall
Friday 6
 Catholic Schools Week
Liturgy - 10am
 Book Club Issue 3
closes
Tuesday 10 - Friday 13
 NAPLAN Year 3 & 5
Wednesday 11
 Enrolment Information
evening 6pm
Monday 23 - Thursday 26
 Stage 3 camp
Tuesday 31
 PSF meeting 7pm
JUNE

 Thursday 9
 Athletics Carnival
 Monday 13
 Public Holiday
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees due
 Monday 27
 Confirmation
 Wednesday 29
 First Eucharist parent
information night

 Thursday 30
 Duckitas Day - dress up
“In your best” - TBC

 Last day of Term 2
JULY

 Friday 1
 PUPIL FREE DAY Staff Professional
Learning
 Tuesday 19
 Term 3 begins

The DIOCESE OF LISMORE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS LIMITED BOARD will be meeting here at school on Tuesday 10th May. This
will give the school an opportunity to showcase the terrific work of our staff and students and hopefully build a greater
understanding of the importance of flexible learning.
Stage 3 Excursion will be occurring in Week 5 this term. Our Stage 3 students will be treated to an amazing group of
experiences over 4 days.
Monday 23rd May
8:15 Coach arrives school
8:45 Coach Departs school
10:00 Arrive Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary
2:30 Depart for Tallebudgera Adventure Camp
7:30 Rock Climbing
Tuesday 24th May
9:00 Surfing
1:15 High Ropes
7:30 Evasion Games

Wednesday 25th May
7:00 Depart for Brisbane
10:00 Museum of Brisbane
11:45 Queens Gardens Lunch
12:45 Commissariat Store Museum Tour- convict History
3:00 Science Centre
4:00 GOMA - Gallery Of Modern Art
6:00 Dinner
Thursday 26th May
8:30 Coach trip to Fort Lytton National Park
2:00 Coach departs for St Joseph’s Alstonville
4:00 Approximate arrival at St Joseph’s Alstonville

PREPARATION FOR LEARNING CONVERSATIONS The students will prepare for their learning conversations (to be held
in Term 3) by sitting with their pastoral teacher this term to organise their thinking and their comments for reporting.
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL This is set down for Thursday 9th June. Let’s start now to pray for decent weather for this date!
STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY Friday 1st July. This is a pupil free day. The staff will
be required to implement 2 new curriculum documents in 2023. The Maths and English documents
will require significant unpacking and preparation over the rest of this year. This process will begin
with the Maths syllabus on Friday 1st July. The English syllabus will utilise Staff Professional
Learning Days on the first day of Term 3 and 4 and staff meetings as well as significant time outside
school hours.
SCHOOL POLICIES FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Please refer to our webpage for all the relevant policies St Joseph's Primary School Alstonville »
Policies. These policies are updated regularly. At PSF meetings we often ask our parents to oversee
reviews and necessary updates.
ENROLMENT EXPO NIGHT Wednesday 11th May. On this night we invite all prospective
enrolments for 2023 to visit and tour our school. Please spread the word!
JUNIOR JOEYS will commence next term. It is now time to ensure your child ’s place by
completing the school enrolment forms and booking in for an interview. Once the process is
completed your child will attend Junior Joeys in preparation for school in 2023. We already have a
large number of enrolment applications for Junior Joeys! Enrolment information is available on our
website here St Joseph's Primary School Alstonville |» Enrolment or a pack can be sent home from
the office on request.

Junior Joeys starts Term 3

Seymour (Principal)

ANZAC Day

The sun shone brightly over head as we joined the
community of Alstonville to commemorate ANZAC Day.
Students and staff proudly marched through town and
attended the public service in Elizabeth Anne Brown
Park. It was wonderful to see so many students and
families in attendance.
Congratulations to our ANZAC Day writing competition
winners Toby Conlan and Harry Hosking. These
students have written their prose pieces around the
theme “Sport and the Military”. Well done to Toby who
was announced as the Alstonville RSL’s winner at the
commemoration on Monday. Toby’s winning piece was
read at the service by a member of the RSL. Toby and
Harry will be reading their pieces of work at our
ANAZAC Day Commemoration Service on Friday.

My Pop
By Harry Hosking
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle of the olden days.
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle of walking barefooted to school
along the old dusty road.
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle of sport where there was only one winner
And a whole lot of losers.
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle of young men going to war.
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle between North and South Vietnam.
My Pop likes to tell stories.
Stories of the battle
The battle of sport and war
Where our mental and physical abilities
Are tested amongst our allies and enemies.
My Pop
A Vietnam Veteran
A sporting all rounder
And the best storyteller I know.

Parents and families are invited to
join us on Friday 29th April at
2:15pm in McCarthy Hall
for our school ANZAC
Commemoration service.
Please sign in via the
Who’s On Location QR codes
displayed at the front office.
The Game Of 1914
By Toby Conlan
Guns ablaze in the year 1914, the cold first world war. It’s Christmas
eve and the shooting has ceased. Coldness spreads, yet a calm
sense of happiness increases. The German soldiers start to sing a
harmonious tune of silent night that spreads to the British and a
beautiful song brings two opposing teams together as one.
The following sunrise, a brave British
soldier stands hands up to the
Germans. Friends shouting “Don’t do
it!” Germans ready to strike he stands
tall on the edge of life in NO MAN'S
LAND but somehow they do not
exchange fire but food and play footy.
They kick the ball pass to each other
and in the end the Germans take the
final point.
BLAM! Guns fire in the far distance
and the soldiers sigh in sadness as
their time of peace has come to an
end. A strong sensation of bleakness
overwhelms every one to be killing
new friends.
No one wins in war.

Sacrament of Confirmation – Catholic Students
Children who have reached Year 2 in their schooling are eligible to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation will be administered by the Bishop on
Monday 27th June at 6.00 p.m.
If you believe that your child is ready to receive this Sacrament please visit the parish
website at www.alstonvillecatholicchurch.org.au and download the enrolment form.
Once completed, forward it to the Parish Office (P O Box 102 Alstonville) by Monday
30th May. Copies are also available from the school office or on the school
website >>recent notes.
Parents who wish their child to receive this Sacrament are asked to attend one meeting with their child/ren,
which will be held in the staffroom of St Joseph’s School on Wednesday 4th May at 6.00 p.m.
It is essential that parents and child/ren attend this meeting, to ensure that proper preparation can be made for the
reception of the Sacrament.
Thank you

Fr Max Gow - Parish Priest
SPORT NEWS

Miss Linsey MacDonald

Winter Sports Trials

Trials for rugby union have been set for Friday 6th May in Grafton with a
back-up date of Friday 27th May. Parents have been emailed with
additional information.

Zone Cross Country

Zone will be held next Monday 2nd May (backup Wednesday 4th May and Thursday
5th May) at Geoff Watt Oval, Alstonville. Additional information, including parent
permission, has been sent to families using Compass Events. For your child to
attend, permission must be given through Compass. If your child is not attending,
please decline the event.
To find this on your Compass app use the following path: More  Events  SJA
Cross Country. If you are unable to access the event, paper permission notes will
be sent home with successful students this afternoon.
Names of successful students can be found in the Term 1, Week 10 Newsletter.

Teddy and Aubree enjoying the Cross Country

Dear Families

Catholic Schools Week 2022

Our school will join with more than 620 Catholic schools across NSW and the ACT to celebrate the annual Catholic Schools
Week (CSW). This will take place in the Diocese of Lismore from May 2 - 6.
This year’s theme “Community, Care, Compassion’’ echoes the broader mission of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lismore,
to provide opportunities for all of our students to experience life to the full as caring and compassionate school communities. It is
particularly pertinent at this challenging time for our diocese and the world. We are immensely proud of the role we play
alongside our parish in maintaining the rich heritage that is Catholic Education in our community. This week provides us with the
opportunity to showcase and celebrate the quality education we offer to the diverse range of students in our school.
I would like to extend an invitation for you to participate with members of our parish and wider community in the spirit of this
celebration.

Friday 6th May
Liturgy in McCarthy Hall starting at 10am.
Parent Morning Tea 10.30am
School classroom visits
Thank you for your ongoing support. I look forward to seeing you during CSW 2022.
Yours sincerely
Therese Seymour

Assistant Principal - Learning & Teaching

Miss Kasey Miles

NAPLAN reminders
Just a reminder that NAPLAN will take place Week 3 and 4 this term. Please ensure your child has a working set of
headphones at school for these assessments.
If possible, we ask parents/guardians to avoid making appointments or having students arrive late during the assessment window.
Below is a timetable for each assessment taking place. Please note: this timetable is subject to change and will be finalised
in next week's newsletter.
Tuesday 10 May
Writing - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30

Writing - Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45

Wednesday 11 May
Reading - Year 5 - 12:40 - 1:40
Thursday 12 May
Reading - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30

Language Conventions - Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45

Friday 13 May
Language Conventions - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30
Monday 16 May
Numeracy - Year 3 - 9:30 - 10:30
Tuesday 17 May
Catch up NAPLAN day

Numeracy - Year 5 - 10:45 - 11:45

Students MUST have
headphones for NAPLAN

Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last newsletter:
Lincoln Roberts, Jayden Bennett, Ruby
Vickrage, Zeke Kubils, Myf Richardson,
Jonty Allen, Jordynn Thompson

from all of us at joeys

Scholastic Book Club
Issue 3 book club is now available as a PDF here.
You can also access this from the Scholastic
Website. We prefer that orders are placed and paid
for via the Book Club LOOP. Please ensure you
select your students STAGE (only 1 teacher is
listed per stage) and add their full name. Orders
must be placed by Friday 6th April to ensure
availability and delivery to the school.
Every purchase made by families benefits our
school library.

CANTEEN
Every Wednesday & Friday
Please refer to the 2022 Canteen Menu
which is available on our school website under the Parents tab.

