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MARCH

Dear Families,
Beginning of Year Mass and St Joseph’s Day celebrations
On Friday in our Mass we
had the opportunity to
welcome our Year 6
Leaders and give them
their badges. At Joeys we
don’t have School
Captains but instead offer
all Year 6 the
opportunities to develop
leadership skills in a
variety of different areas.
The students write a letter
of application for the role
and then receive their
badges at Mass. The Year
6 students roles for 2022
are listed below. Year 5
also have the opportunity
to apply for a leadership
role as they develop skills
ready for Year 6.

 Wednesday 23
 Year 3 NAPLAN practice
 Thursday 24
 Year 5 NAPLAN practice
 Thursday 31
 Caritas afternoon & dress up






2022 Year 6 Leaders

A visit from the Australian Defence Force (ADF) certainly added to the celebrations on Friday.
The students enjoyed the opportunity to investigate the ADF vehicle and chat to the defence
personnel.
During our St Joseph’s day
festivities on Friday S1 were
treated to a really exciting eventRaf came to visit on Friday! It
was a sneaky visit prior to Raf’s
surgery this week. If you’ve
never witnessed sheer joy then
you should have been in S1
during Raf’s visit. The children
asked very intelligent questions
about Raf, his ongoing
treatment, life in Brisbane and
the hospital as well as sharing
all the local news with Raf.
Please continue to keep Raf in
your thoughts and prayers.
Coraki update
Coraki school site continues to
be rehabilitated. The staff and
Raf’s surprise visit to Stage 1 brought many smiles to everyone!
students are very grateful for our
continued hospitality during this
time. And while we hardly notice the extra population at school our students’ kind and caring
manner is certainly supporting Coraki. Apparently Coraki students are teaching our students a
thing or two about handball too! Thank you to all those who are helping out with the catering for
our extra visitors.
Acknowledgement to Country
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the
Elders - both the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the land, sea, the
earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice





(See Mr Farr’s section)
APRIL
Friday 1
 Cross Country
Friday 8
 Last day of Term 1
Friday 15
 Good Friday
Sunday 17
 Easter
Monday 25
 ANZAC Day March & Service
Tuesday 26
 Term 2 begins - NO
STUDENTS—Staff
participating in Bishop’s
Spirituality Retreat
Wednesday 27
 Students return Term 2
Friday 29
 Anzac Day Assembly 2:15
MAY
Tues 10 - Fri 13
 NAPLAN Year 3 & 5

JUNE
 Tuesday 14
 Term 2 Tuition Fees DUE.
JULY

 Friday 1
 Last day of Term 2.
 Monday 18
 Term 3 begins

THIS WEEK!

NAPLAN practice
Wednesday Yr 3
& Thursday Yr 5
HEADPHONES
ESSENTIAL
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Wildlife Twins in STEM
Mrs Crosby had organised a visit from the Wildlife Twins during flood week. This was rearranged to last week and the Coraki
students were able to join us. Sophie and her mum introduced a number of our native animals to the students including the
‘walking turd’ (a shingleback lizard), dingoes, monitor lizards and snakes.
First Reconciliation
First Reconciliation, the Sacrament of Penance, will be held in the Church on Tuesday 22nd March at 6pm for all the students
who have been preparing.
We send our sympathy to the Hosking family. During the recent weeks Harry’s grandmother, Joy passed away. Please keep
Craig and Kym and all the family in your prayers.
Emma Thrum underwent surgery last week. She will not be back at school until sometime next term. Please keep her in your
prayers too as she works through the healing process.
GRIEF
Following the ongoing Covid restrictions and now the floods I have been
doing some reading about greif. Grief occurs when life gets disrupted. It used
to be just linked to death but over time the definition has changed
significantly. When life changes due to marriage break up, a pet’s death,
moving house or school, losing possessions in a flood or any similar event
we grieve. Grief is the response to loss, particularly to the loss of someone or
some living thing that has died, to which a bond or affection or connection
was formed. Although conventionally focused on the emotional response to
loss, grief also has physical, cognitive, behavioral, social, cultural, spiritual
and philosophical dimensions. Grief does not happen in any orderly manner.
Although there are stages of grief these can occur all over the place.
We are constantly watching students. Often we see changed behaviours like
not wanting to be at school, cranky students, children having difficulty
concentrating, friendship issues. These can be related to grieving. But there
are many other changes we may not see - sleep issues, off their food, anxiety
about separating from mum or dad, clinging to special comfort toys….
Please keep an eye on your children if they have been faced with recent loss or
upheaval. Let us know if you are seeing any of these signs. While children are
extremely resilient we often don’t pick up the early warning signs that they may
not be doing as well as we think!
Incitare rescheduled
The new date is Tuesday 5 April (Week 10). Same venue and other details the same. Mr Farr will be attending with our Year 6
students.
Therese Seymour (Principal)

Congratulations to our most recent Gold Award Winners Bella Duncan, Sai McElligott & Aiden Mail

ANZAC Day
Writing Competition for students in Stages 2 and 3
Theme: Sport and the Military
Genre: Prose or Poetry
Length: maximum 200 words
Prizes: 2 prizes provide by Alstonville RSL Sub -branch
Due: Friday 1 April (Week 9/Term 1) share your Google
Document to Miss Miles (kasey.miles@lism.catholic.edu.au)
or Ms Kingsford (rosalind.kingsford@lism.catholic.edu.au)
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Assistant Principal - Learning & Teaching

Miss Kasey Miles

Last Tuesday all students participated in a whole school writing task. Students were asked to
write an imaginative text about a box - although, the box is not really a box!! To set the
scene, Ms Kingsford and Miss Miles read the story “Not a box” by Antoinette Portis to the
students along with an animated video. The students were then asked to put their creative
hats on and write a story using lots of descriptive words to inform us about the box.
Here are some snippets from my wander
around
the stage rooms:
“What is that square thing? It looks like a
box but…”
“Why are you sitting in a box? It’s not a
box but a…”
In Stage One, even Raf the monkey
joined in the writing task.
MAI & BEST START PARENT LETTERS
The MAI and Best Start (Kindergarten only) parent letters will be sent via Compass Wednesday 23rd March. Please keep an eye
on your Compass app or dashboard for this information. Any questions about these results should be directed to your student’s
pastoral teacher.
Stage one were absolutely THRILLED to have Raf come in and surprise visit us last Friday. We know that Raf looks different
than before but he is still the same Raf and we loved listening to him talk about what he is up to and sharing our good news
stories with him. We can’t wait until he is better and can come back again!
Until then, we look forward to our next Zoom with him!

SPORT NEWS

Miss Linsey MacDonald

Winter Sports Trials
Congratulations to both Bella Duncan (netball) and Jasiah Murgha (rugby league) for their outstanding effort and
success on Friday at the Diocesan Winter Sports Trials in Grafton. Both children will be heading to the Polding trials in
Bathurst next term.
Good luck to Eva Crook, Grace Cooper, Duncan Driscoll and Will Gallagher who will be participating at the Diocesan
Winter Sports Trials this Wednesday, 23rd March for football. A reminder that this trial has had a change of venue to the synthetic
hockey fields and children are ONLY able to wear joggers (no moulded boots). Families must pack their own food and drinks as
the canteen will be closed.
Trials for rugby union are yet to be confirmed, however the proposed date is Friday,
6th May in Grafton. Parents will be notified once the date and venue has been
confirmed.
Cross Country
Our school Cross Country has been scheduled for Friday, 1st April (Week 9) at
10:30a.m. At this stage, we will not be able to have any parent spectators attend as it
will be held on the school grounds. The event with more detailed information will,
hopefully, be sent out this week. If you are interested in being a course helper on the
day, please email me at linsey.macdonald@lism.catholic.edu.au. Full vaccinations
will be required and you will need to sign in at the front office on arrival.

Jasiah Murgha & Bella Duncan

2022 Year 6 Leaders & Year 5 Helpers
Group

Year 6 Leaders

Year 5 Helpers

Liturgy

Hudson McGarry, Harrison Beare

Hayley King, Jayden Bennett

Social Justice

Annabelle Mills, Eliza Moloney, Jake Webster

Ngozi Anyanwu, Ella Creighton-Kemp, Penny Hodge, Aiden Mail,
Sai McElligott, Aubree Moss, Jacob Tosic, Ethan Thompson

Hall & Media

Eva Crook, Duncan Driscoll, Jeremy Lutze

Imogene Gonzales-Yule, Lincoln Roberts, Jock Woolley

Welcoming &
Special Events

Lucy Gooley, Caitlin Pinch, Nova Coony

Toby Conlan, Grace Cooper, Will Gallagher, Charlotte Ellis

Sports

Bella Duncan, Harrison Elmsly, Bailey Titcume

Flynn Cluff, Josie Layland, Harpa Windley

Library

Malaki Gannon, Zoe Nall, Nikola Ryan

Nate Foster, Noah Fisher

Environmental

Jasiah Murgha, Caleb Dyson, Oliver Riddell

Peter Carroll, Gabe Ducler Des Rauches, Brenden Latham,
Brodie O’Connor

Blessing the 2022 Year 6 Leaders

STEM with Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney
We were so fortunate to have Sophie from the Wildlife Twins come and join us and the students from
Coraki on Thursday. She showed us all the superpowers of some very cool reptiles and her two beautiful
dingoes. She also taught us ways we can help our wildlife as well! Thank you Mrs Seymour for such a
great afternoon supporting our Science learning about living things.
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Assistant Principal - Mission

Mr James Farr

Gospel Challenge - God always gives us a second chance
In this week’s Gospel Jesus talks about two instances of terror, which his followers would have been talking
about. Both stories spoke of people losing their lives with little warning. The first incident describes the Roman
army murdering Galileans pilgrims and the second refers refers to a tower in the wall around Jerusalem collapsing
without warning and crushing eighteen people. Just like the recent floods and the war in the Ukraine these
incidents would have been front page news.
Luke 13:1-9
There were some present at that very time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices. And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.” And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it
and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and put on fertiliser. Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down’.
God helps us change our ways
Jesus’ friends would have been trying to make sense of the terrible events and why they happened. Jesus implies that the
victims did nothing wrong, nothing that caused their demise. Jesus uses the parable of the fig tree to remind his followers that
God does not leave His people to their own. God will always be there to love and help us change our ways when we sin. The
children making the Sacrament of Penance this week will learn in a special way that God will always forgive if we truly are sorry
for making poor choices.
Loving and ever forgiving Father. During our Lenten journey may I help all my suffering brothers and sisters from flood and
war. May the community of St Joseph’s continue to be united in your love, and may we strive to build your kingdom here on
earth in action and kindness.
St Joseph’s Day
Last Friday we joined with St Joseph’s, Coraki to celebrate the Feast of St Joseph with Mass and religious activities in the
classroom. I thank everyone who helped with the day. I commend the staff for their preparation of the children as the singing,
responses and reverence made the Mass more beautiful and meaningful. A big thank you to all those who helped by taking
on a role. A special mention to our choir as singing was wonderful and contagious. I also thank Fr Max for his homily, which
engaged everyone, helping the gospel really live in our community. Thank you to our wonderful families who came along to
support our community and the wonderful Year 6 leaders.
St Joseph’s Day Missions Race Day
Keep the 31st March free as this will be the biggest social event on the Australian Rubber Duck Race
calendar. Yes, St Joeys will be hosting the world famous ‘Rubber Duck Race’ All funds raised go
towards Bishop Greg’s Flood Appeal. Children are asked to come to school ‘dressed in their best’ for a
rubber duck race in the school hall. Bring along gold coin donations to buy goodies from the canteen
and witness the big race at 2.30. Special guest Mr Phil ‘Johnny Tapp’ Crosby will call the duck race
which promises to bring the best quality ducks from across the stages. Names of the ducks and their
jockeys are to be announced. However some recent leaks from The Fitness and Rowling’s Stables
suggests they already have had their rubber duck on the automatic waddling machine and their canteen
orders have included low GI duck food! Watch this space!

Students & staff from St Joseph’s Coraki joined in our Mass

Stage 3 students guided the rest of the school in Bible journaling

Dear St Joseph’s (Alstonville) Community,
It is with gratitude that I thank the St Joseph’s Alstonville school community for welcoming us so warmly. It truly is a wonderful privilege to witness the strength and
compassion of children as our Coraki and Alstonville St Joseph’s school communities come together.
The welcome we have received has been second to none. The staff have been fantastic, taking the time to set up our learning spaces, organise school bags, resources, provide care packs for our staff and providing our students with the opportunity to join in with your planned activities. We are so appreciative of the support we
have received.
To the wonderful canteen staff who have been spoiling us with delicious snacks and
lunches, you are truly amazing. Nothing has been a problem and to be able to, at
short notice, provide for an additional 50 odd people is no easy task, but you do it so
well.
In particular, I wish to thank the children of Alstonville, you should be so very proud
of them. The way they have actively taken it upon themselves to engage and welcome our students, inviting them to join games, sitting with and simply making the
school day special for them is a credit to you and the St Joseph’s community.
We thank you all for your wonderful generosity.
Yours Sincerely,
Brendan Moloney
Principal
St Joseph’s, Coraki

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly.
CLASS AWARDS
Early Stage 1: Will Lundie, Noah Faifaiese, Harriet Smith, Riley Iverson, Finn Lewis -Hughes, Tyler Szeto
Stage 1: Morris Green, Damon Szeto, Sonny Applecamp, Maggie Hodge, Amalia Gooley, Poppy Elmsley
Stage 2: Hugh Woolley, Hugo Price-Purnell, Amelie Lundie, Indy Lowe, Jonty Allen
Stage 3: Ngozi Anyanwu, Grace Cooper, Harry Elmsley, Malaki Gannon, Sai McElligott, Aiden Mail, Eliza Moloney
GOLD AWARDS: Bella Duncan, Sai McElligott, Aiden Mail

STAGE ONE REPRESENTS
We’d like to introduce ourselves, we are your Stage One Parent Representatives and we hope to organise gatherings that can allow us all to get to know
each other better especially after the isolating years we’ve endured.
We did have a couple of plans set out for this Term to kick things off but with the floods in our region understandably we’ve all been preoccupied in other
areas, however we do wish to host a number of activities this year and hope you can all come along when they get organized.
We are very welcome to any suggestions of gatherings you would like to engage in this year! Ideas so far in the pipeline in no particular order are: Lunch
at Plateau Sports, Dancing in the Dark (mums only), Feddie for the footy (dads only), Wollongbar skatepark on a pupil free day, Paint and sip (mums
only), Barefoot bowls for dads and kids, Wollongbar sports fields for picnic and play, Alstonville aquatic centre for a pool day

Nicci Szeto
Mum to Damon Yr 1 &
Tyler ES1
0411 621 755

Monica Hodge
Mum to Maggie Yr 1 &
Penny Yr 5
0428 717 699

Kelly Towns
Mum to Zara Yr2, Nate
Yr 4 & Levi 4yrs
0421 843 239

Kia McVey mum to Lily
Yr 2, Ella ES1 & Quinn
4mths
0401 059 302

LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

LAP has been a powerful program over many years in our School, whereby our students have experienced
pastoral care through the care and concern of generous, adult volunteers. We rely on our local community
to nominate themselves for one hour a week as mentors for this program. We are seeking support for LAP
to start in Term 2. If you are interested in finding out more please take a look at the LAP website:- https://
lap.org.au/index-2.html or contact Mrs Nikki Wagner (co-ordinator)

No special skills needed, just a loving heart!

SCHOOL PHOTOS

School photos are today if you haven't already ordered please go to
www.advancedlife.com.au, enter online order code: FVN BRY PY4.
Advancedlife now offers Latitude Pay! To take advantage of
LatitudePay and split the cost of your order into 10 small easy
payments, simply order your school photos online as usual, set up a
Latitude Pay account in just a few clicks and pay no interest or fees
when you pay according to your payment schedule; it’s that easy. We
are expecting the delivery of school photos next term.

Hey Stage 3 Parents!
Anyone want to be stage rep with me? I’d really love a Yr 6
Parent to help me if possible as I don’t know many and would
love to have someone help me organise some activities to do
this year!
Monica Hodge (0428 717 699)

CANTEEN

Happy Birthday to the children who have celebrated their
birthday since our last newsletter:

Every Wednesday & Friday

Abigail Collins, Melodi Nolan, Quinn McIlroy

Please refer to the 2022 Canteen Menu
which is available on our school website
under the Parents tab, until further notice.

Happy Birthday
from all of us at joeys

