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Dear Families,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THESE LAST FEW DAYS! We appreciate this. We are
really sorry for all the messages we are constantly sharing but we are trying to keep everyone
updated on what is happening for school. We are aware we have many families and staff who
have been impacted by this weather event. Please let us know if you have been impacted by
flooding or water damage. We are here to help where we can. Please also know you are all in our
thoughts and prayers during this crazy time. At this stage we are unsure of what Wednesday will
bring - we will update you as we know. Buses were all cancelled today. We won’t know of their
plans until later today. At this stage our Canteen will be closed Wednesday. Hopefully we will
reopen on Friday. PSF Meeting postponed tonight. New date will be shared when it is sorted. It is
Ash Wednesday tomorrow so if school is functioning, we will be participating in a liturgy in the Hall
first thing. Stay safe everyone!
We received great positive news on Raf Oaten’s progress last week. Your prayers are obviously
working as Raf’s tumour has shrunk. He is in round 6 of chemo this week and looking towards
surgery soon. Please keep the family in your thoughts and prayers. If anyone wants to contribute
to an Easter basket for the family, donations can be dropped at the office. Thank you!
‘Care for our Common Home’. This focus on environmental thinking from
Pope Francis’ encyclical ‘Laudato Si' highlights that ‘our changing
environment prompts us to stop and think about how we live on our planet.
We are called to respond and to adopt new ways of living.’
In the last 50 years we have, according to ongoing research, caused more
damage to our world than in all the previous years. How sad is this?
We have a fantastic opportunity to ‘care for our common home’ this coming
weekend with Clean Up Australia Day! All too often we see a mess, a
collection of discarded garbage and just think, “someone else can clean that
up”. Well that is RUBBISH. Teaching and demonstrating to our children that
we are all responsible and can all assist is a positive outcome from attending
this day. Clean up Australia Day in Alstonville on Sunday 6 March. Please
gather at Elizabeth Brown Park between 9.30am and 10am. You will need covered shoes, water
bottles, gloves and hats. Bags for collection are provided. Everyone that joins gets a sausage
sandwich afterwards. As usual we will meet for pre-event briefing at Elizabeth Ann Brown Park
Alstonville, and to enjoy the Rotary BBQ afterwards (around 11 a.m.) where we will be joined by
Alstonville Scouts following their clean-up activity in Wollongbar.
Lent & Project Compassion - FOR ALL
FUTURE GENERATIONS:
We cannot afford to sit back and think our world
is okay. With Covid ravaged countries, war torn
Ukraine, poverty on our own street, regular
disasters like floods, tornadoes and earthquakes
ruining lives for many- we need to be active
participants in ensuring social justice is occurring.
We need our children to know their actions can
make a difference for others. We are always so
proud of the way our students get involved in any
social justice awareness raising and support.
They are really involved in trying to make a
difference for theirs and future generations.
Project Compassion begins today and continues throughout Lent. Please encourage your children
to be involved by giving money or just being more aware of the plight of others in our world. All the
links to small videos can be found here:https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/primarypassport-hub/
Acknowledgement to Country
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders both the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the land, sea, the earth and
heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

MARCH
 Tuesday 1 :
 PSF meeting, 7pm
CANCELLED
 Incitare, Tullera,
POSTPONED
 Wednesday 2 - Ash
Wednesday, School liturgy,
9:15am
 Sunday 6 - Clean Up Australia
Day, 9:30am, Ann Elizabeth
Park. ALL WELCOME.
 Monday 7 - Woodlawn visit
 Wednesday 9 - Reconciliation
Parent information Night, 6pm
 Thursday 10
 Applications for Sacrament
of Reconciliation DUE to
Parish
 Trinity visit cancelled
 Friday 11 - Diocesan Winter
Sports Trials, Grafton.
 Thursday 17 - St Patrick’s
Day
 Friday 18 - Opening School
Mass, 9:30am
 Saturday 19 - St Joseph’s
Day
 Monday 21- Term 1 Tuition
Fees, Building & Maintenance
Levy, Fundraising and
Technology Levies DUE.
 Tuesday 22
 Sacrament of
Reconciliation, 6pm
 School Photos





APRIL
Friday 8 - Last day of Term 1
Friday 15 - Good Friday
Sunday 17 - Easter
Tuesday 26 - Term 2 begins

MAY
 Tues 10 - Fri 13 - NAPLAN
Year 3 & 5
JUNE
 Tuesday 14 - Term 2 Tuition
Fees DUE.
JULY
 Friday 1 - Last day of Term 2.
 Monday 18 - Term 3 begins
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We are aware that raincoats and fold up umbrellas are not trendy wearable items but…Last
week when we were caught up in the rain event we had a large number of students arrive at
school wringing wet. This sent us scuttling for spare clothes and towels to ensure students
weren’t going to get chills and colds. Please consider a raincoat or fold up umbrella for your
child’s bag. We can assist by praising and rewarding those who arrive at school dry. Many
of you would have also faced very wet shoes from children in the afternoons. Obviously
playing in puddles is an age old fun pastime. As was poking our hats in the rain then putting
them on! Oh the fun we can have as children!
COVID: Last week you received an update on Covid
restrictions. The link can also be accessed here. Basically we
are able to welcome fully vaccinated volunteers back into
school. Staff will be in contact during the next few weeks about
the variety of ways we would like help. Volunteers need to be
invited in and complete the Who’s On Location sign on in the
office. We are still restricting visitors on site to people coming in
for specific purposes eg meetings with staff, Kinder Bestart
meetings, enrolment interviews, etc. We ask parents to continue
the gate drop offs at this stage please. Masks will not be
required after 7th March for staff. RATs will be distributed to staff
and families, when they arrive, to allow you to test if you believe
your child may have symptoms or be unwell. For our Beginning
of Year Mass we are going to specifically invite our Year 6
parents to attend as a priority. At this Mass these parents will be
there to witness their children receive their leadership badges.
Other parents are welcome to attend but we will be restricting
these families to upstairs in the church please. While we
welcome these changes we still need to exercise caution… If
your child is in any way unwell, please keep them at home. If
they are absent from school for three days or more we will
require a doctor’s certificate or negative RAT please. We will
continue the extra cleaning and hand sanitising too.
We regularly get asked about the Gold Award Morning Tea by prospective families. Why do we do it? Why is
it so popular? The reason we do it is to reward our students for good behaviour rather than focusing on those
that may not like to follow rules. The number
of Gold Award Winners in our school is
staggering. The focus on the positive
certainly proves we would all rather be noticed for the good. It
fits really well with the idea of celebrating perseverance and
growth mindset too. We have moved to a Platinum award now,
with a book voucher as an added reward. It looks like a
Diamond award won’t be too far off. Winning a Gold Award (or a
Silver or Bronze) is a celebration for the winners each time but
also a reminder for others to try their best, focus on caring for
each other and our environment and being that role model in our
learning and all we do at school. And apparently the milkshakes
and treats are alright! Please continue to celebrate this
achievement with your children.
Universal Self Defence Alstonville uses our Hall on Monday &
Wednesday night for students wishing to learn martial arts.
Please contact Tony on 0412962131 to find out how you or your
children can join.
Therese Seymour
What else do you do when it’s wet?
Dance of course!!
Students enjoyed dancing to Go Noodle
and Just Dance
whilst staying dry
on Twosday - 22/2/22
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Term 1 library borrowing has well and truly started with a bang. Students are making exceptional choices
for both in-class and take home reading. We have been exploring empathy in our class visits - trying to
understand how others feel and how our actions impact them. All stages have read the book “Room On
Our Rock” by Kate & Jol Temple. This book has a very interesting twist about two sides to every story!
Maybe ask your students about the strange thing this book does.
In a bid to cut down on paper this year overdue notices will be sent via email
to students and parents. These automated notices will come from Oliver
(our school library management system). Students' books are loaned for 7
days so each week they must bring their books back to the library. If
students wish to re-borrow a book they can - but the book needs to be
brought in to be scanned. If you receive one of these reminder emails about overdue books please
help your students to return them.
Library days  Early Stage 1 - Tuesday  Stage 1 - Monday
 Stage 2 - Friday  Stage 3 - Friday
Happy reading!
Ms Ros Kingsford ~ Library Manager
Assistant Principal - Mission - Mr James Farr
We pray for peace in the Ukraine
Pope Francis has called on us to pray for peace in the Ukraine on Ash Wednesday. As a school we community will
use our Ash Wednesday Liturgy to pray for world peace. The Stage 3 children wrote beautiful prayers of the faithful
calling for peace in our world. Use these with your family as we all pray for the common goal of world peace.
Dear loving God,
We pray for those in need in the Ukraine. We ask that their leaders make peace and
forgive each other’s sins. Lord hear us. (Toby Conlan)
We pray for world peace. That all the people at war will soon come together as one in
peace and the wars will all stop. Lord hear us. (Aubree Moss)
Awesome God. We pray for peace. That all the people get along with each other to help
stop the massive wars going on in the and save the people fighting in them. Lord hear us
(Aiden Mail)
Loving God. We pray for forgiveness. That the war stops between Russia and the Ukraine
and they can set aside their differences. Lord hear us. (Gab Ducler des Rauches)
Gospel challenge - Jesus calls us to look at our own behaviour before criticising others.
As we move into Lent Jesus teaches us to reflect on our own behaviour and think about ways we can improve. Jesus calls us to
take an honest look at our own life, before we try to point out sin in someone else.
Gospel – Luke 6:39-45
Jesus told his disciples a parable, “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? No disciple is superior to
the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like his teacher. Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but
do not perceive the wooden beam in your own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in your
eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite! Remove the wooden beam from your eye
first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye. “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten
tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thorn bushes, nor do they gather
grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of
evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Modelling
Jesus encourages parents, carers, teachers and leaders to keep in mind the power of modelling positive behaviour. Children
learn from observing adults modelling positive behaviours and attitudes. Let children know when they do things that you approve
of or that you want to see more of. During Lent let us try living the Gospel by modelling forgiveness, love and respect.
Incitare
Congratulations to Nova Coony, Bella Duncan, Lucy Gooley and Nikola Ryan who were chosen to attend the Incitare Year 6
retreat. They will join 60 Year 6 leaders at the Incitare Retreat at Tullera Hall. As a result of the wet weather the planned date for
retreat has been postponed until a later date.

May God Bless you and your families, James Farr

STEM with Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney
WORLD WILDLIFE DAY comes to Joeys… POSSIBILY WILL BE POSTPONED
We are excited to announce that The Wildlife Twins will be visiting us at Joey's Thursday March 3rd
and bringing along their scaly and even furry friends. They will showcase some of Australia's
Awesome Wildlife and demonstrate how these animals have survived and adapted in Australia's
environment to coincide with our Living Things Science units.
We can't wait to see them but please let us know if you have any concerns.
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CANTEEN CLOSED WEDNESDAY 2 MARCH
Every Wednesday & Friday

Please refer to the 2021 Canteen Menu
which is available on our school website under the Parents tab, until further notice.

