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www.alstplism.catholic.edu.au Email: alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au

Dear Families,

Garden help being sought please!
We are inviting any family members, who may have an interest in gardening to let the
school know please.
Our intention is to allocate a small group of
interested children under the direction of a
‘gardener’ to maintain a particular garden plot and
provide new ideas and variety where possible. We
have all the equipment required. Mrs McCall has
taken on the garden this year but really needs
helpers.
We are very fortunate to have some beautiful
gardens in the school already and we would like to
maintain these spaces and add further natural
colour and beauty by developing some of our other
underdeveloped areas, however staff are very busy
with the day to day work of school and would like some assistance. If you could spare an hour at
lunchtime (11:50am until 12:45pm) each week, we would be so grateful.
Thank you to all the parents who joined us for the Parent Information Zoom Meetings last week.
While we understand other events meant some families could not join in, we were grateful to those
who did, as it gave each Stage an opportunity to introduce themselves and let you know about
vital class routines and communication tips. All families should have also received a print out
version either in paper form or via Compass.
I would just like to reiterate some of the common themes from each zoom…
1. All communication to alert us to absences comes via the school email:
(alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au) or by phone (66281009).
2. To let Stage staff know about other information, email the pastoral teacher. Email addresses
have been supplied or can be found on our webpage under Parents - Staff Contacts. Please
communicate any changes in your lives - house moves, change of afternoon routine, new
phone number, etc. directly to the office. You can also use Compass to update phone and
address changes.
3. Parents will be very welcome once the Covid restrictions are lifted. At this stage, parents are
only allowed on site for Uniform Shop or by direct invitation from a staff member, usually for a
meeting.
4. It is important that you read all information sent home via Compass (e.g. Newsletters, Covid
updates, etc.). The office staff have been spending a great deal of time explaining information
already shared with families.
5. Thank you for the great work which you are putting into your children’s lunches. Please
ensure all containers you put in lunchboxes are clearly labelled so they can be returned to
you. The same applies to labelling of hats please.
6. Children do not need large amounts of money to spend at Canteen. Please do not send $10
or higher with your child as they tend to try and spend it all. Discuss with them what they
might buy and how much it costs. The Canteen menu here can help https://
www.alstplism.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Canteen-Menu-2021-22.pdf
7. Compass is our method of communicating and giving permissions for events. It is also
through Compass that you will receive Students Reports and make bookings for Learning
Conversations and meetings. Please follow the directions to download the app and be
prepared. https://www.alstplism.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Preparation-for
-parents.pdf
8. Reading is our only compulsory Homework unless your child is involved in an Intervention
like EMU or Star. Optional Spelling homework is available. As always, anything extra you
can do to support your children’s learning is helpful.
9. Our Behaviour Policy is school wide. All staff follow the same guidelines and expectations.
Please celebrate your children’s awards as this means they are being witnessed as active
and engaged; focused and on task and respectful and responsible role models here at
school.
Acknowledgement to Country
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders both the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the land, sea, the earth and
heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice

FEBRUARY
 Wednesday 23 Dio.Swimming Carnival,
Murwillumbah
 Thursday 24 - S3 Leadership
nominations DUE
MARCH
 Tuesday 1 :
 PSF meeting, 7pm,
staffroom. ALL WELCOME.
 Incitare, Tullera, selected
Year 6 students
 Wednesday 2 - Ash
Wednesday, School liturgy,
9:15am
 Sunday 6 - Clean Up Australia
Day, 9:30am, Ann Elizabeth
Park. ALL WELCOME.
 Monday 7 - Woodlawn visit
 Wednesday 9 - Reconciliation
Parent information Night, 6pm
 Thursday 10
 Applications for Sacrament
of Reconciliation DUE to
Parish
 Trinity visit cancelled
 Friday 11 - Diocesan Winter
Sports Trials, Grafton.
 Wednesday 16 - Dio. Summer
Sports Trials (Cricket &
Softball) t.b.c.
 Thursday 17 - St Patrick’s
Day
 Friday 18 - Opening School
Mass, 9:30am Saturday 19 St Joseph’s Day
 Monday 21- Term 1 Tuition
Fees, Building & Maintenance
Levy, Fundraising and
Technology Levies DUE.
 Tuesday 22
 Sacrament of
Reconciliation, 6pm
 School Photos





APRIL
Friday 8 - Last day of Term 1
Friday 15 - Good Friday
Sunday 17 - Easter
Tuesday 26 - Term 2 begins

MAY
 Tues 10 - Fri 13 - NAPLAN
Year 3 & 5
JUNE
 Tuesday 14 - Term 2 Tuition
Fees DUE.
JULY
 Friday 1 - Last day of Term 2.
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Stage 3 Leadership
A reminder to Stage 3 to get their Leadership Nomination letters in to Mrs Seymour. These were due today but have
been extended until THIS THURSDAY, 24 February.
CAR PICK UP
This continues to be a problematic area. If you are sending someone different to collect your children, it is essential that you
explain the process. Different carers are doing things like leaving their car in the line, hopping out and collecting children, walking
them across the road to the car and putting children in and driving off. Or they are getting out of the car and calling children across
the road. Or hopping out at pick up spot to assist children into cars.While there are a number of staff out helping at car pick up at
present, we can’t be everywhere. It can be frantic if people aren’t following the car pick up rules. We want all our children to be
safe so we need your help please.
A Parents Guide to Digital Technologies and Mental Health
The Council of Catholic School Parents and the eSafety Commission are partnering to provide a free webinar designed for
parents and carers of young people aged 10–18. It will provide helpful information for parents including:
 What to do about accidental exposure to content about suicide, self-harm or eating disorders
 Using games, apps and social media to support mental wellbeing
 Digital mental health platforms
 Strategies for young people to support friends online.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6726877427764036623
Congratulations Mr Crosby
Mr Crosby successfully passed his citizenship test last week and will soon officially become an Aussie. We
are very proud of Mr Crosby.
Therese Seymour
P.S.F. MEETING
Our first Parish School Forum (PSF) Meeting is
Tuesday the 1st March in the staffroom at 7pm.

All are welcome to attend. The PSF is made up of parents/carers and staff,
we meet approximately once a term to discuss issues within the school and
help with decision making for the school moving forward.
The PSF organises Mothers’/Fathers’ Day stalls, has organised events,
assisted in rewriting school policy and assists within the school development when needed. There are also smaller groups and committees within
the school who have representatives come along and present to the PSF
about upcoming events.
If you have any questions about the PSF please don’t hesitate to ask and
come along next week.
Liz Bugden, 2021 PSF Co-Ordinator.

HEADLICE
There have been some
cases
of
headlice
reported in Stage 1.
Please make it a routine
to check your child’s hair
regularly to help prevent
the spread of headlice
by early detection and
treatment. It can be very
frustrating
for
those
parents who check their
child’s hair regularly and
treat when necessary,
only to have their child
re-infected when others
don’t monitor as closely.

Please
remember to
bring your
DRINK
BOTTLE

To all Alstonville residents
Have your say!
Ballina Council has developed a draft plan for playgrounds in the shire and is asking for feedback. There
are no upgrades planned for any playgrounds in Alstonville in the next few years. If you would like to see improvements and more equipment (for any age group),
please give feedback. The link below takes you to the
Draft Playground Update and Management Plan and
survey.
Feedback closes on the 4th of March.
https://ballina.nsw.gov.au/playgrounds
Thanks to Les Lewis-Hughes

AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students who received awards at our Assembly last week.
Early Stage 1
Ocean Appelkamp

Stage 1

Max Murphy

Hunter Fisher

Leo Nolan

Marcellus Dewhurst

Sophia Tuckett

Matilda Hollows

Joshua Tosic

Olivia Egan

Millie Webster

Maddi Layland

Henry van Eck

Stage 2
Henry Buchanan

Nadia Earley

Griffin Roberts

Chloe White

James Cormick

Sophie Gonzales-Yule

Roman Roberts

Zac Wilcomes

Ayla Earley

Sybella Peters

Indy Vu

Stage 3

Gold Awards

Bella Duncan

Hayley-May King

Flynn Cluff

Dominic Mills

Caleb Dyson

Lincoln Roberts

Charlotte Ellis

Maggie Wilkie

Imogene Gonzales-Yule

Bailey Titcume

Hayley-May King

Harpa Windley
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Assistant Principal - Mission - Mr James Farr
Sacrament of Confirmation
Children who have received the Sacrament of Confirmation are eligible to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is an
important step in their faith journey, which began with their Baptism.
Reconciliation will be offered by Fr. Max Gow on Tuesday, 22 March 2022 at 6:00pm.
If you believe that your child is ready to receive this Sacrament ,please fill in the enrolment form (which can be obtained from the school
office) and return to the Parish Office by Thursday, 10 March, at the very latest.
Parents who wish their child to receive this Sacrament are asked to attend one meeting, which will be held at Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, Alstonville. Your child is also expected to attend this meeting.
This information meeting will take place on Wednesday, 9 March 2022 at 6:00pm.
It is essential that parents and child/ren attend this meeting, to ensure that proper preparation can be made for the reception of the
Sacrament.
MASS ONLINE: Please click on the following link to Bishop Homeming’s celebration of Mass, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
20 February, 2022: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZMI3tR0dhQ
May God Bless you and your families, James Farr

Digital Technologies with Mr Phil Crosby
All parents and carers can join our PARENT Applied Digital Skills online class.
You will have the opportunity to learn how to use Google Docs and Drive.
You will also be able to to choose activities that suit your needs such as:
 Use Digital Tools for everyday tasks- Learn to communicate more
efficiently through emails, internet search, and digital documents.
 Get organised in Google Photos- Organise your photos, make edits, and share
albums with others using Google Photos.
Instructions

Go to g.co/AppliedDigitalSkills

Click "Sign in" in the top right

Sign in with your Google account, or create a new one

Click "I am a student"

Click "Join a class" and enter class code kp73bk

CODING CLUB!!
Join our St Joseph’s Coding Club to explore the world of coding. Use your school Google
account to sign up and choose from our starter activities.
 Create your own character and use code to describe thoughts, feelings and action.
 Program a conversation between two characters to explore the role of dialogue in
storytelling.
 Pick a name or word and bring the letters to life through animation, sound, and music.
Instructions
 Go to csfirst.withgoogle.com/signin/d8g44n and Sign In with Google to join your class.
STEM with Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney

We were happy to welcome Kindy to STEM on
Wednesday.
We spent our day learning about the needs of living
things and how to differentiate between living and non
-living things. Our special guest, Delilah the puppy showed us how living
things breathe, grow, eat and excrete!
We also went on an expedition around the playground to find other
creatures. Mrs Moloney was very brave and caught us a lizard and spider
to study in class before releasing them back outside.
In the afternoon we worked in groups for our first STEM challenge: building
a tower with marshmellows and spaghetti. We realised it isn't always easy
to work with others and we need to cooperate.
We had a great day and can't wait for our next Kindy day.
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SPORT NEWS with Miss Linsey MacDonald
Winter Sports Trials
Last Thursday, sixteen Stage 3 children attended the Winter Sports Trials after school in Lismore. Of those sixteen, 8
were successful at the trials and will progress to Diocesan trials on Friday 11 March, in Grafton.
Football:
Eva Crook, Grace Cooper, Duncan Driscoll and Will Gallagher.
Netball:
Bella Duncan
Union:
Harrison Elmsly and Jeremy Lutze
League:
Jasiah Murgha
Diocesan Swimming
After their wonderful performance at the Zone Swimming Carnival, Ezekiel Kubils, Lucinda Barnes, Sully Mitchell and Rory
Quinlan will be competing at the Diocesan Swimming Carnival in Murwillumbah this Wednesday, 23 February. We wish them luck
in their races and look forward to hearing how they go.





COMPASS
Logged out of Compass and told your username is incorrect OR Compass gets stuck in a loop?
This may occur routinely as update and improvements occur in the App. but also as an ongoing
security measure. We have been made aware with the latest update, however, that if you simply sign
back in, this can continue to occur, or you may get stuck in a loop where you can't sign back in. In
order to rectify this error, you need to choose "Delete Account". Once the account has been removed
from your phone, log back in with your username and password. (Your username and password will
remain unchanged.) You may need to add the school, as for the first time you accessed the app.
(Search for "St Joseph's Primary School - Alstonville" or "Alstonville" and select it from the list.).
Adding a Credit or Debit Card to your account
Please see below how to set this up on your account from your computer or using the Compass App.
(These instructions are also available on the website under News & Notes/Recent Notes)

Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last newsletter:
Hugo McCall, Ethan Thompson,
Myah Flanagan, Ocean Appelkamp,
Eva Munday & Maddie Egan.

Happy Birthday
from all of us at joeys

CANTEEN

Every Wednesday & Friday
Please refer to the
2021 Canteen Menu
which is available on our
school website under the
Parents tab, until further notice.

