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Dear Families,
Once again our students amaze us with
their growth mindset and resilience! Our
students have settled very quickly into the
school routine. Even our Kinder. students
are performing like veterans. We are very
proud of how they are embracing learning
with smiles on their faces and eagerness
in every action. This is a real testament to
our families and their determination to
support their children at school.

FEBRUARY
 Tuesday 15 - S1 Stage Parent
Zoom Meeting, 5:30pm
 Wednesday 16 - S2 Stage
Parent Zoom Meeting, 5:30pm
 Thursday 17
 S3 Stage Parent Zoom
Meeting, 5:30pm
 Zone Winter Sports Trials
 Friday 18 - Incitare
nominations DUE (Year 6
students only)

There have been a few necessary staff changes this week…
 Mrs Beth Powditch, our Secretary has taken leave as her Dad passed away
on the weekend. Please keep Beth and her family in your thoughts and
prayers during this sad time. She will be replaced by Mrs Caroline McInnes
(Mondays) and Miss Bec Gray (Tuesday & Friday) until further notice.
 Mrs Wagner is taking leave from her Wellbeing role as she has some treatment on her
shoulder. At this stage we are utilising casual staff to support in Wellbeing.
 Emma Thrum has been on leave for her daughter’s surgery. This successfully occurred last
week and Zoe has now been released from hospital in Sydney. Get well now Zoe! Emma is
being replaced by both Gabby Hipkins and Danielle Bullen.

MARCH
 Tuesday 1 :
 PSF meeting, 7pm,
staffroom. ALL WELCOME.
 Incitare, Tullera, selected
Year 6 students
 Wednesday 2 - Ash
Wednesday, School liturgy,
9:15am
 Sunday 6 - Clean Up Australia
Day, 9:30am, Ann Elizabeth
Park. ALL WELCOME.
 Tuesday 8 - Dio. Summer
Sport Trials (Touch Football)
t.b.c.
 Wednesday 9 - Reconciliation
Parent information Night, 6pm
 Thursday 10
 Applications for Sacrament
of Reconciliation DUE to
Parish
 Trinity visit t.b.c.
 Friday 11 - Diocesan Winter
Sports Trials
 Wednesday 16 - Dio. Summer
Sports Trials (Cricket &
Softball) t.b.c.
 Thursday 17 - St Patrick’s
Day
 Friday 18 - Opening School
Mass, 9:30am (NOTE:
corrected date)
 Saturday 19 - St Joseph’s
Day
 Monday 21- Term 1 Tuition
Fees, Building & Maintenance
Levy, Fundraising and
Technology Levies DUE.
 Tuesday 22
 Sacrament of
Reconciliation, 6pm
 School Photos

The Covid public health order and Covid itself, have led to some staffing issues for schools. There
is a severe shortage of casual staff. This will undoubtedly impact our school at some point. Our
flexible learning approach and having multiple staff in each Stage will be a positive and we know
the staff are all very committed to ensuring learning happens, no matter what. As always, we will
keep you informed of any changes.






Please continue to use the RATs on Monday and Wednesday to ensure we all stay healthy. And
remember you need to EMAIL alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au if you receive a positive result (as well
as a notification to Register a positive rapid antigen test result | Service NSW . We need this
advice in writing please. It also helps for us to then directly reply with the learning link for your
children.
We seek your support with hair! A number of students’ hair is now at collar length and must be tied
back. This does include boys. Please insist on this from home, or head out for a haircut. Head lice
are notorious at this time of year and love hair that is easy to access. Any long hair over eyes is
not healthy for a child’s eyesight either.
Just a reminder that unless you have signed in to go to the Uniform Shop NO parent should be on
site before school. There are plenty of available helpers if you have a clingy child. From our
experience, the quicker you deal with this with a clear plan, the easier it is to break this cycle. If
you need help, please let us know.

APRIL
Friday 8 - Last day of Term 1
Friday 15 - Good Friday
Sunday 17 - Easter
Tuesday 26 - Term 2 begins

Acknowledgement to Country
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the Elders - both the past,
present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the land, sea, the earth and heavens,
animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice
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In amazing news, we were contacted last week by an International school in Lima, Peru who are making the change to Flexible
Learning. They have asked us to work with them to assist in their transition! The hard work, determination and foresight shown by
staff over the last nine years is being recognised by others in education worldwide.
BRAINSTORM PRODUCTION- STICKS & STONES
Each January, we provide use of our Hall to Brainstorm
Productions, a local touring theatre company
who specialise in shows for schools. They
then provide us with a free show for all our
students.
On Friday, we were treated to Sticks &
Stones. Sticks & Stones is a fun and
inclusive student wellbeing program for
primary schools which reinforces positive
relationships and supports vulnerable
children to build confidence and social and
emotional skills. This live performance
encourages safe, positive behaviour,
cooperation, impulse control, boundaries
and
respect.
It
teaches
about
taking responsibility for our own actions and developing positive relationships. We learnt to stop, breathe,
put our hands in our pockets, walk away, count to ten and talk about our feelings. We investigated online
safety too. The students were captivated by the production.
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY - MARCH 6
We have been invited to once again join in the Clean Up Australia Day initiative here in Alstonville. We join with Rotary to do this.
They supply all the bags and a beautiful BBQ to reward all our hard work. To do this we need your help!
Can you spare about two hours on Sunday, 6 March from 9:30am? We meet at Elizabeth Brown Park behind Alstonville
Plaza. You need to bring gloves, wear a hat and sturdy shoes and be prepared to get some steps up as we walk the streets to
ensure the rubbish is cleaned up. We hope you can be there.
S3 Leadership Opportunities
S3 students had our school student
leadership structure
explained to them on Monday by Mrs Seymour and both you and
you were emailed the application details on the weekend.
All Year 6 students are expected to nominate for a Leadership
responsibility. Any interested Year 5 students are also invited to
apply. The decisions about the roles will be made and badges are
given to the leaders at the Beginning of the Year Mass.
Attendance at this by parents will be confirmed closer to the date,
due to current Covid restrictions.
Therese Seymour
SPORT NEWS with Miss Linsey MacDonald
Summer Sports Trials
Last Thursday, three Stage 3 students attended Summer Sports Trials; Eva Crook and Hudson McGarry who trialled
for Touch Football, and Jeremy Lutze for Cricket.
Whilst none were successful with progressing to the next level, we congratulate them on their efforts.
Winter Sports Trials
This Thursday, 16 Stage 3 children will be attending Winter Sports Trials after school. We wish the following children luck as they
trial in their chosen sports:
Football: Eva Crook, Nikola Ryan, Penny Hodge, Grace Cooper, Josie Layland, Bailey Titcume, Hudson McGarry,
Duncan Driscoll and Will Gallagher.
Netball: Bella Duncan and Imogene Gonzales- Yule
Union: Harrison Elmsly, Jeremy Lutze, Jake Webster, Caleb Dyson and Jayden Bennett
League: Jasiah Murgha and Brenden Latham
Zone Swimming
The 2022 Zone Swimming Carnival was held at the Lismore Memorial Baths yesterday. Twenty three children were accompanied
by Mr Crosby and Mr Murgha for a great day of swimming. It was a real team effort, with all the students supporting and
encouraging each other. Congratulations to all of our swimmers for their positive attitudes and efforts on the day. The results from
the day will be included in next week's newsletter.

 Parents who have not accessed the Compass app. will have

received an email this week with a username and temporary
password. (Check your spam if you haven’t received it.)
Please act on this as soon as possible.
 New parents will also need to complete the Compass Consent
note (available on our website under the News & Notes/
Recent Notes tab) to enable you to pay and give consent for
Events (i.e. excursions, performances etc.)
 Attendance - Please only complete an Attendance Note if your
child will be absent for the whole day. Partial attendance (e.g. late arrival or early
departure) will be entered into the system when you arrive at the office.
 Change of Details - parents are able to update their address and phone details
using Compass. If your details have changed over the holidays please update your
information as a matter of urgency.
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Assistant Principal - Mission - Mr James Farr
Gospel Challenge - God has great plans for us if we follow Him first.
Our Gospel Challenge this week comes from the sermon on the mount where Jesus gives us the Beatitudes. The beatitudes
can seem somewhat confusing and contradictory for young children. What does it mean to be blessed? And why would
someone who is sad or shy or hurting receive good things? The main idea to communicate is that we can have hope and
peace when we place our faith in Jesus Christ alone. He has great plans for our lives if we follow Him first.
Gospel – Luke 6:17, 20-26

Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a stretch of level ground
with a great crowd of his disciples and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon.
And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours.
Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way.
But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
Woe to you who are filled now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep.
Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.” The Gospel of the Lord

Living the Gospel at home
As a family, focus on each point as a means of bringing Luke’s Gospel into your home.
1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
What do we consider to be our family’s greatest riches?
2. “Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
How do we find comfort in our family?
3. “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.”
How do we resolve conflict in our families?
4. “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.”
How do we help others in our community?
5. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
In our family, rather than keeping track of mistakes or try to see God’s goodness among us?
6. “Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.”
Do we see God in each other?
7. “Blessed are the peacemakers, they will be called children of God.”
As his children, we must continue to work for peace. Our families are microcosms of the world
in which we learn peacemaking skills. Peace begins at home.
8. “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”
It can be difficult to do what is right, such as standing up to someone who is acting like a
bully. But we learn from Jesus, and, through practice in our family, we see that doing the right
thing is what it really means to be a follower of Jesus.
(www.teachingcatholickids.com)
Dear Lord,
Give me strength when days are difficult.
Help me to remember my blessings.
Help me to feel your loving hand each day. Amen.
Incitāre is a one-day retreat experience for Year 6 students from Catholic Primary Schools based in regions of the Diocese to celebrate
their faith. The retreat is a chance to bring students together to meet like-minded peers and to
celebrate with other young people who practice their faith. Based on our enrolments, St Joseph’s
has been allocated places for three students, with a total of sixty students attending the retreat.
The activities will be a mixture of large and small sharing groups as well as celebrating a liturgy
together. The program focuses on the needs of the participants. The experience allows attendees
to build relationships with other students in their region and invites the participants to talk about
and share their faith journey.
What:
A Catholic retreat experience for Year 6 students, full of activities.
When:
1st March 2022
Where:
Lismore – Tullera Hall
Cost:
Nil. All transport and booking expenses met by the Catholic Schools Office.
Meals:
Students bring their own.
Who:
Any Year 6 student who would like to be considered is asked to complete the
Student Application Form provided by Mr Farr. Nominations should be returned to
school no later than Friday, 18 February.
When discerning the participation in this retreat experience, the Catholic Schools Office recommends consideration of students who:
 Regularly attend Mass
 Involved in some form of church activity either at school or in the parish
 Students who are willing to learn more about the Christian faith
Sacrament of Confirmation
Children who have received the Sacrament of Confirmation are eligible to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is an important
step in their faith journey, which began with their Baptism.
Reconciliation will be offered by Fr. Max Gow on Tuesday, 22 March 2022 at 6:00pm.
If you believe that your child is ready to receive this Sacrament ,please fill in the enrolment form (which can be obtained from the school
office) and return to the Parish Office by Thursday, 10 March, at the very latest.
Parents who wish their child to receive this Sacrament are asked to attend one meeting, which will be held at Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, Alstonville. Your child is also expected to attend this meeting.
This information meeting will take place on Wednesday, 9 March 2022 at 6:00pm.
It is essential that parents and child/ren attend this meeting, to ensure that proper preparation can be made for the reception of the
Sacrament.
MASS ONLINE: Please click on the following link to Bishop Homeming’s celebration of Mass, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday
13 February, 2022: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KQuICws428
May God Bless you and your families, James Farr
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Stage One have been learning about
bucket filling. We know that everyone has an
invisible bucket hanging above their head.
When we do something nice for someone, a
drip goes into their bucket. When we
experience love or kindness, we receive a
drip in our bucket.
We ask everyone to think about how they can
fill others’ buckets. These kind actions make
us receive a drip in our own buckets too
because helping others feels good.
May everyone have an endless supply of
drips in their bucket.
The Stage One historians are learning how
history helps us to discover things about the
past. Last week we went on a scavenger hunt
to find clues which led us to a time capsule.
The time capsule contained precious items
which belong to our teachers and they helped
to share a special story about the teachers’
lives.
We found out some things that we didn’t know. Miss
Gauci was a good swimmer growing up, Mrs
McElligott worked at McDonald’s when she was
studying to become a teacher, Mrs McCall had a
class pet that was a gold fish when she first started
school and Mr Kelly had an amazing teacher in Year
Two who made him love school a lot!

STEM with Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney
We had a very busy start to STEM for 2022.
In Stage 2, the students really impressed us as we had a schoolyard safari, looking for all of the slugs,
bugs and creepy crawlies we could find. The highlight of the day was when we practised our surgical
skills and dissected some flowers as we explored their anatomy. The students really impressed us with
their ability to identify the inner anatomy of the flowers, however we think we might leave it a few years
before we let them loose in an operating theatre!
Stage 3 learned about photosynthesis and undertook two experiments. At one point we felt like we were in a Hogwarts potions
class! Students also planted little greenhouses and we are looking forward to seeing what happens to our seeds.

