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MARCH

Dear Families,
Raf Update
Raf Oaten underwent his surgery last week. This
was a great success and, while they are still
waiting for pathology results, his family are very
pleased his surgery is now done. We believe that
the power of our combined prayers, coupled with
Raf’s determination and the wonderful work of the
medical staff will give Raf and his family a terrific
result!

 Thursday 31
 Duckitas Day - students “dress

Welcome to our new students
We have had a number of new students begin
here at school recently. Welcome to new
students:

Eliza Moloney (Year 6)

Bodhi Donaldson (Year 1)

Will (Kindergarten) & Amelie (Year 4) Lundie

Ruby Jamieson (Year 4)
We all hope you enjoy being part of our school community.



Upcoming dates to be aware of:
Holidays begin on Friday 8th April. Easter Sunday falls on Sunday 17th April. We have a Staff
Development Day on Tuesday 26th April. School will resume for students on Wednesday 27th
April. Obviously Monday 25th is Anzac Day. We will be participating in the Alstonville
Commemoration on that day. We invite ALL students to join us for
the March. Students need to gather near the Wicked Bakery by
9.15am in FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM , including their school hat.
We march to Elizabeth Brown Park where students stay with staff
for the commemoration. We value our students making the effort
to join us on this day and appreciate the effort from our families in
allowing this to occur. The school will hold their own
commemoration on Friday 29th April at Assembly.



Covid requirements
Thank you to all our families for following the Covid requirements. With everything else going on
we thought it timely to remind you of these. You have received a supply of RATs from school 2
weeks ago. These are to be used if your child may be displaying symptoms or presents as
unwell. If a POSITIVE result is obtained this MUST be reported to school via the school email
alstp@lism.catholic.edu.au (please don’t ring) and on the Service NSW app Register a positive
rapid antigen test result | Service NSW . When reporting to school it is crucial that you let us
know if your child actually has covid or is a close contact. The reason for this is because they
are reported differently on the class roll. If a parent or family member tests positive and not the
student, then they are seen as flexible attendance and the school can organise contactless pick
up of their device and will send you a link to access work for them. If the student tests positive
then they are seen as sick, reported on the roll this way and are not required to complete work.
However, we can supply the device and link if you request it. When the student returns to school
their device (and charger) must accompany them and be delivered to the office to be checked.
Should the student’s definition change (ie negative to positive) during their time off then also
please advise school. Reporting the positive result is important. If there are still known positive
cases occurring in classes we can be even more vigilant here at school, possibly even returning
to mask wearing, if necessary. Simply sending a message via Compass that your child is sick is
not reporting a positive Covid case. School will be receiving more RATs for next term to be
shared with families.
Acknowledgement to Country
Jingi Walla ( Jin-gee-wah-la ) Hello….
As we journey on this land of the Bundjalung Nation on which St Joseph’s stands, we pay our respects to the
Elders - both the past, present and emerging leaders of the Bundjalung Nation.
We acknowledge and respect their culture, their heritage and their beliefs as stewards of the land, sea, the
earth and heavens, animals and vegetation.
Rock art by students of St Joseph’s as part of our Reading, Writing & Arts Festival. Photo: Daniel Prentice













in your best”. Gold coin
donation. Canteen treats
(See more page 3)
APRIL
Friday 1
 Cross Country - on the
playground starting at 1030am
Sunday 3
 Daylight Savings ends
Monday 4
 Cross Country backup
Friday 8
 Last day of Term 1
Friday 15
 Good Friday
Sunday 17
 Easter
Monday 25
 ANZAC Day March & Service
Tuesday 26
 Term 2 begins - NO
STUDENTS—Staff
participating in Bishop’s
Spirituality Retreat
Wednesday 27
 Students return Term 2
Friday 29
 Anzac Day Assembly 2:15
MAY
Tues 10 - Fri 13

The uniform shop
will not be open
this Friday.
Orders can be sent in
and will be processed
next week. Order
forms can found
on the school
website here.
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Coraki returns to their school
On Friday St Joseph’s Coraki packed up their gear and headed off. After utilising our spaces, hospitality and support for 2 weeks
it is time for them to return to their own school. While all the remediation work has not been fully completed it was important for
the school community to be able to gather on their site once again. They will join us for Cross Country on Friday as they don’t
have a venue to run their event. Thank you to the many, many people who made these last few weeks possible for Coraki. Gabby
& Danielle in the Canteen, along with their helpers, have fed the staff and students of Coraki every day. Thanks to those that
donated food to assist. Thank you to the staff for going far beyond their usual roles and supporting the additional school
community. Even while busy with their own roles every staff member went out of their way to offer support, resources, time and
encouragement to the Coraki staff and students. And parents, you should be extremely proud of your children, who showed
extraordinary compassion for the students from Coraki! They invited them to join in games, sat and listened to stories at lunch and
shared school spaces, often crowded, without complaint. Their understanding and care was absolutely amazing!

Principal Conference
Therese was meant to be at the Diocesan Principals Conference until Wednesday. The Conference was postponed due to the
current weather event. At this Conference we were to farewell Dr Sally Towns, our previous Director of Catholic Schools. We
currently have two acting Directors for the remainder of 2022, Jenny Allen (Acting Director of Catholic Schools) and Peter
McLoughlin (Acting Director of Regional Services). The Conference will now
be rescheduled to next term.
NAPLAN Practice Tests last week
Our Year 3 and 5 students sat the NAPLAN Practice tests last week. As we
explained to them this is more a test of school and our computer system and
processes but it gave them an opportunity to see what NAPLAN online looks
like. The students did an amazing job! The actual NAPLAN occurs in May.
Please note there were a number of students without headphones or ear
buds for the practice test. These are essential for school. All students
will require their own for the NAPLAN tests in May.
Therese Seymour (Principal)
Assistant Principal - Learning & Teaching

Miss Kasey Miles

MAI & Best Start Parent Letters
The MAI and Best Start (Kindergarten only) parent letters were sent out via Compass last week. Any questions
about these results should be directed to your student’s pastoral teacher. Any problems accessing these reports
should be directed to me via email (kasey.miles@lism.catholic.edu.au).
NAPLAN Practice Tests
With great success we completed the NAPLAN Practice Tests for Year 3 and Year 5 last Wednesday and Thursday. Students
were able to complete a series of questions similar to what they will experience during NAPLAN next Term. NAPLAN will take
place in Week 3 and Week 4 Term 2 (Tuesday 10 May - Friday 20 May). A timetable for Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN will be shared in
the newsletter Week 1 Term 2. Please ensure your child has a working set of headphones at school for the NAPLAN testing
window. Any questions regarding NAPLAN, please email me.
Reminder - ANZAC Day Writing Competition
The ANZAC Day writing competition entries are due this Friday 1 April to either myself - kasey.miles@lism.catholic.edu.au or Ms
Kingsford - rosalind.kingsford@lism.catholic.edu.au. Thank you to the students who have already submitted their entries. The
winning entries will be announced before the end of term, with students invited to read their entry at the Alstonville ANZAC Day
Commemoration and at our school commemoration on Friday 29 April at 2:20pm in the Hall.
Compass Events Permissions
Today a Compass Events Permission note will be sent home (paper copy) to each Early Stage One student. St Joseph’s Primary
School Alstonville has successfully moved to our new Student Information System software called Compass. Within this software
there is an Events management module, which will enable parents to be provided with information about upcoming events,
excursions and activities. This module also allows parents to consent to their child’s attendance and to pay for the event (if
required) through the Parent App. We are asking all parents to sign and return this permission, which allows us to stop using
paper based event notifications and signed permission forms for future events. Paper event notifications and permissions will still
be available on request. This Agreement, once signed, will remain in place for the remainder of your child’s schooling at St
Joseph’s Primary School Alstonville. Please complete the form and return to school no later than Friday 1 April.
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CARITAS PROJECT COMPASSION - DUCKITAS DAY!
THURSDAY 31 MARCH - DRESS IN YOUR BEST (or parody of that theme!)
During Lent our classrooms always raise money for Project Compassion. This year all monies raised will be going to the
Bishop’s Flood Appeal. We understand that many families have already dug deep in the past weeks so we are aiming to keep
this day simple and fun.

On Thursday, 31st March, we will be holding Duckitas Day the Joey’s Duck Race. Each stage will ‘enter’ their decorated
duck in the race which will be held in the hall.

In the spirit of all great race days we will be encouraging kids
to ‘dress in their best’, or in a parody of that theme! If you are
wondering what that means - maybe just something you’d
wear for a special night out or occasion. Please don’t go and
buy something new. It will be important to remember to wear
appropriate footwear, no strappy tops or singlet tops and
hats will still be required.
The Social Justice team will be selling treats at the canteen for sale at lunch time. If you would like to donate something that
can be sold on the day please bring these in on Thursday morning anytime up until 11am. Students LOVE these days so the
more we have the better. Cost for the day is a gold coin donation in exchange for wearing your own clothes to school. Some
spare cash for canteen treats is all that is required. Generally most canteen items are sold for between 20c and $1 depending
on what is donated. If you have any questions regarding the day please contact Mrs Lyn Rowling at
lyn.rowling@lism.catholic.edu.au. Thank you for your support of our Social Justice activities.

END OF TERM ~ ALL BOOKS DUE BACK

To allow for end of term processing, all student library books are due back this week. Students
must bring their borrowed books back to school on their rostered library day and return them
(Monday - S1, Tuesday ES1, Friday - S2 & S3). Students wanting to borrow for the holidays can do
this in their own time, before school or at lunch. I encourage all students to borrow for the holidays,
this is a perfect time to relax with a good book, without school and extracurricular activities. It is
imperative that students keep reading during the break from school to ensure they keep their
reading skills up. The holidays are a perfect time to read with your children, delve into that chapter
book you’ve been putting off and share the reading with them.
Our library is filling up with many fantastic donations for our flood affected schools and families.
Please keep these donations coming in. We are only wanting books that are in good condition and
suitable for primary school students.
Happy reading!
Ms Ros Kingsford ~ Library Manager

SPORT NEWS

Miss Linsey MacDonald

Winter Sports Trials
Congratulations to Eva Crook (football) for her outstanding effort and success on Wednesday at the Diocesan
Winter Sports Trials in Grafton. Eva will be heading to the Polding trials in Bathurst next term. Trials for rugby union
are still yet to be confirmed, however the proposed date is Friday, 6th May in Grafton. Parents will be notified once
the date and venue has been confirmed.
Cross Country
Our school Cross Country is scheduled for Friday, 1st April (Week 9) at 10:30a.m. At
this stage, we will not be able to have any parent spectators attend as it will be held on
the school grounds. The event with more detailed information has been sent out to
families via Compass. Other updates regarding postponements and important
information will be sent out to families via Compass. If you are interested in being a
course helper on the day, please email me at linsey.macdonald@lism.catholic.edu.au.
Full vaccinations will be required and you will need to sign in at the front office on arrival.

ANZAC Day Writing Competition for students in Stages 2 and 3
Please submit your entry by FRIDAY 1 APRIL

Theme: Sport and the Military
Genre: Prose or Poetry
Length: maximum 200 words
Prizes: 2 prizes provide by Alstonville RSL Sub -branch
Due: Friday 1 April (Week 9/Term 1) share your Google Document to Miss Miles
(kasey.miles@lism.catholic.edu.au) or Ms Kingsford (rosalind.kingsford@lism.catholic.edu.au)
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STAGE 1 HISTORY
WITH
MR MURGHA

Stage One absolutely LOVED having Mr Murgha in
for History. He told us some amazing Dreamtime
stories about the areas we live near. He answered all
of our burning questions about the First Nation
people and the way they are represented around our
school.

STEM with Mrs Dana Crosby & Mrs Anna Moloney
This week in STEM Stage 3 ‘created’ new species of animals. They gave them latin names and wrote a
description of the animal. Next time they will go further and design and make ‘cryptids’. These cryptids
will include a digital system which demonstrates their adaptations to their environments.
Caeruleas Ptera Lacerta by Penny Hodge
I have just discovered the ceruleas ptera lecerta otherwise known as the blue winged lizard.
I have found that the scales on the back of lizard’s head and along its back flare up when in
danger or when excited. This lizard is not a normal lizard, it can fly, it has dragon-like wings
and can fly as high as a bird. This lizard also has super long claws and can climb trees just
like a monkey. This animal eats bugs and crickets. These animals live in rainforests and
can live for up to 1000 years. The males can only live for 600 years, some males live longer
than others but the average life is 600 years. They dig deep, dark holes to live in. They can
also last without food for 2 weeks straight.
Pteron Pseudes Soma Anguis by Zoe Nall
This amazing creature of the wild is the winged snake otherwise known as
the Pteron Pseudes Soma Anguis. It is a morphing animal known for its
ability to change colour. It is part of the morphis family. Only 200 are known
to exist. Its tongue is sticky to hang onto its prey. On its tail is a bell that will
hypnotize its prey so it can eat them. This snake can fight off lions and tigers
in seconds because of its amazing abilities. This snake likes to live in the
heat. It lives up to 120 years and can still stay strong. Its bite can paralyze
you for five minutes. Be careful around this
snake because it likes to live in hot back
yards.
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Assistant Principal - Mission
Mr James Farr
Welcome to Week 9
Congratulations to all the children who made their first Penance last Tuesday night. Thank you Fr Max for another
meaningful ceremony. This week’s Gospel challenge continues our learning about turning away from sin and
seeking forgiveness.
Luke’s recount of Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son tells the story of a son going to the father and demanding his
inheritance. This efficiently meant the father was dead in the son’s eyes. The son turns away from his father and
goes to the city, spending his inheritance on partying, expensive clothes and opulent living. We can only imagine all the things
a teen could spend a large sum of money on in our material world. One could say the son was more interested in material
goods than his father’s love. As a boy learning about the Sacrament of Penance I was told by my priest that when we sin we
turn away from God and his love. But God is always watching us and waiting for us to return with open arms - ready to forgive
us.
Gospel – Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
The Pharisees and scribes began to complain about Jesus, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them”. So to
them, Jesus addressed this parable: “A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me the share of
your estate that should come to me.’ So the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son
collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When
he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out
to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the
swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more
than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of
your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him
and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring
the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then
let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’
Then the celebration began. Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he
heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to
him, ‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound’.
He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house. His father came out and pleaded with him. He said to his father in
reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to
feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who wasted all his money on having a time. But for him, you slaughter the
fattened calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate
and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”
What does this mean today?
The father in the story is just like God. This is how God would be if we ran away from him and we started doing things we
shouldn't. He doesn't give up on us when we do things that are wrong, and he will always forgive us if we've truly changed and
repent for what we've done. The father (God) loves us so much that He will always forgive us if we repent, but are we more like
the older brother who was not able to forgive and forget, yet!
Prayer for Peace
Pope Francis has called the world community to pray for peace in the Ukraine. Classrooms will be focusing on peace during
meditation and prayer. Please take the time to say our prayer with your family.
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Instill in our leaders’ hearts
the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace. God of Love, you created us and you call us to live as brothers and
sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother
or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, our
trepidation into confident trust, and our quarrelling into forgiveness. Lord, stop the violence in the Ukraine. Renew our hearts
and minds, so that the word which always brings us together will be "brother", and our way of life will always be that of: Peace.
Amen.

Easter Mass Times
All are welcome to join in the Easter services at our
Parish churches.
 April 13 - Community Rite of Reconciliation

5:30pm (Alstonville)

 April 14 - Holy Thursday 6:00pm (Alstonville)
 April 15 - Good Friday 3:00pm (Alstonville)
 April 16 - Easter Saturday 6:00pm (Alstonville)
 April 17 - Easter Sunday 7:00am (Wardell)
 April 17 - Easter Sunday 8:30am (Alstonville)
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CANTEEN
Every Wednesday & Friday
Please refer to the
2022 Canteen Menu
which is available on our
school website under the Parents tab,
until further notice.
Happy Birthday to the children who have
celebrated their birthday since our last
newsletter:
Neo McElligott, Elaina Battaglia,
Jack Kubils, Riley Iverson

Happy Birthday
from all of us at joeys

